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Quaboag schools 
return to hybrid model 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — The Quabo- 
ag Regional School Com- 
mittee voted at their Jan. 27 
meeting to return students 
to a hybrid learning mod- 
el on Monday, Feb. 1, after 
three weeks of remote learn- 
ing. The schools were closed 
for three weeks due to rising 
COVID-19 cases in both 
Warren and West Brook- 
field, as a memorandum of 
understanding between the 
teachers and the district 
called for remote learning 


after two weeks of the towns 
being in the red or high risk 
category for COVID-19. 

However, Mother Na- 
ture had other plans sending 
snow across Massachusetts, 
with the snowstorm starting 
earlier than expected Mon- 
day, leading to early dismiss- 
al and a remote learning day 
for Tuesday. 

When parents questioned 
why teachers had to be con- 
sulted about whether school 
would be in session, School 
Superintendent Dr. Brett 
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Facility set to be closed 
in two years 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


WARE — Baystate Health 
announced it planned to close 
Mary Lane Outpatient Center’s 
doors completely by 2023, with 
the closure of the Emergency 
Room and cancer unit in June. 

Baystate Health President 
and CEO Mark A. Keroack 
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Rail plan advocates plan next steps, believe ridership is underestimated 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


PALMER — Now that 
they’ve had a chance to digest 
MassDOT’s extensive feasibili- 
ty study of a proposed passen- 
ger rail link connecting Pitts- 
field to Boston, including stops 
in Palmer and Springfield, the 
Rail Stop Steering Committee 
is planning its next course. 

The town-appointed com- 
mittee met recently to discuss 
the study and set priorities, in- 
cluding how to prod state and 
federal officials not already 
on-board to start acting on the 
project. One major issue on 
which all those in the meeting 


seem to agree is the study vast- 
ly underestimates the number 
of riders it would attract — a 
critical component of the cost 
benefit analysis that deter- 
mines if a project is eligible for 


infrastructure programs, com- 
mittee members want to seize 
any momentum created by the 
MassDOT study. 

“We have to keep pushing it 
forward so it’s on their radar,” 
committee Chair Ben Hood 


federal funding. 

That’s a complaint com- 
mittee members and others 
made after a draft study — the 
report’s predecessor — was 
released a few months pri- 
or. They made those feelings 
known and MassDOT appears 
to have acknowledged it in the 
final report, which concludes 
that further study is justified. 

Wary of the slow pace of 
government and a historic re- 
luctance to invest in large scale 


said. 
“Sometimes they have mon- 


ey and you have to ask for it. I 
always hoped they would want 
to invest in [transportation in- 
frastructure].” 


According to the report, 
“the study has entailed a com- 


prehensive civic engagement 
process involving residents, the 


study’ Advisory Committee 


— a group comprised of indi- 
viduals 


representing diverse 


perspectives from Pittsfield to 
Boston, and other stakehold- 
ers in a series of meetings and 
through online interaction. 
This included cooperative de- 
velopment of the following 
goals for the project: 

Provide better transporta- 
tion options to and from West- 
ern Massachusetts 

Support economic devel- 
opment throughout the East — 
West rail corridor 

Improve the attractiveness 
of Western Massachusetts as 
an affordable place to live 

Reduce the number of auto- 
mobile trips along the corridor 

Reduce greenhouse _ gas 
emissions and air quality 1m- 


pacts from transportation 

It also shares many of the 
same conclusions as advocates 
of the plan, including mem- 
bers of the steering committee 
and Citizens for a Palmer Rail 
Stop. 

“MassDOT recognizes that 
a robust transportation § sys- 
tem is essential to providing 
residents, businesses, and vis- 
itors with mobility to satisfy 
their economic, personal and 
recreational needs. Passenger 
rail transportation can be an 
important component of a 
multi-modal transportation 
system that increases travel op- 


Please see RAIL, page 5 





A DIE-HARD ICE FISHERMAN 





Doane Pond has had one Ione ice fisherman out on its surface day and night — a snow- 
man. Maybe with all the additional snow this week there will be more. 


COURTESY PHOTO BY ROBERT BANTHIN 





Selectmen hear senior center study results 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 
STURBRIDGE — Select- 


men heard the results of the 
Sturbridge Ageless Communt- 
ty Feasibility Study at its Jan. 
21 meeting. 

The study presenters said 
they were asked to study the 
feasibility for a senior center 
on three town owned sites — the 
existing senior center building 
at 480 Main St. and two others 
— 80 Haynes St. and 70 Cedar 
St. The first site, the existing 
senior center, the engineering 
consultant said the central ma- 
sonry bearing wall was “not 
robust in construction.” To 
obtain additional space, an 
addition would be construct- 
ed onto the existing two story 
building, which would need to 
be brought into compliance 
with the American Dyisabili- 
ty Act, all building codes and 


removal of hazardous materi- 
als. The hazardous materials 
included lead paint and asbes- 
tos window caulking. The fire 
alarm would need complete 
replacement and _= sprinklers 
would need to be installed. The 
existing senior center, locat- 
ed in the center of town, has 
25 parking spots. To meet the 
required 66 parking spaces ex- 
terior room for a garden and/ 
or outdoor activities would be 
eliminated. 

The other two sites, which 
are vacant, would require the 
building of a new senior cen- 
ter. The 80 Hayes St. site, a 
remote location from the cen- 
ter of town, would require a 
septic system as it is over '% 
mile from sewer connection. It 
also has a deed restriction. The 
topographical features limited 
the building location. It also 
lacked pedestrian accommo- 
dations and was located on a 


high-speed road. It would also 
require a retaining wall. 

The final site, 70 Cedar St., 
was the recommended site of 
the Council on Aging. It was a 
central location and had pow- 
er, water and sewer connec- 
tions and no deed restriction. 
It also had less traffic. It would 
have a 100-foot buffer zone, as 
requested by the Cedar Street 
neighbors. The building would 
be single level unlike the exist- 
ing two story senior center and 
would have a larger lobby than 
the 480 Main St. location. The 
new building would have a cen- 
tral multi-purpose room with 
access to the outside. There 
would be room for outdoor 
activities. The presenters said 
it was the best site for the long 
term and would have space for 
several generations from 40 
years plus and up. The present- 


Please see STUDY, page 19 
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community 


Sides differ over decision 


to clearcut area woods 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


REGION — Several local residents have raised 
concerns over the clearcutting of state forests, in- 
cluding Herman Covey Wildlife Management Area 
in Belchertown, Muddy Brook Wildlife Manage- 
ment Area in Hardwick, and others. 

“Most Massachusetts citizens believe that the 
green areas on maps locate beautiful and fully pro- 
tected public natural areas. They are mistaken,” said 
Chris Matera of Massachusetts Forest Watch. 

“Essentially zero of our state public lands (12% 
of Massachusetts land area) are permanently and 
legally protected from commercial extraction.” 





Not very deep along the trail of the Herman Covey Wildlife Man- 
agement Area, where a narrow stream runs the woods, a clear cut 
section of land suddenly juts into view. Some residents and wildlife 
enthusiasts said they worry the area is being over-managed by the 
state. 
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The Massachusetts Forest Watch group formed 
in response to public outrage over “logging and 
clearcutting” of state forests. Matera said logging, 
including much clearcutting, is “increasingly occur- 
ring on Massachusetts state public forests, drinking 
watershed, and wildlife protection forests.” 

Why they're important 

“State public forests hold Massachusetts’s most 
important and unfragmented forests and they 
provide an incredible amount of public good, in- 
cluding carbon capture and storage, clean air and 
water, flood control, undisturbed wildlife habitat, 
recreational opportunities, scenic beauty, spiritual 
refuge, tourism attraction, among other benefits,” 
Matera said. 

“However, at the exact moment in history that 


Please see WOODS, page 8 





The entrance to the Herman Covey Wildlife Management Area in 
Belchertown. TURLEY PUBLICATION STAFF PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HARRISON 
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Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce Fundraiser sponsored by Dioguardi Jewelers 


Tickets can be purchased at Dioguardi Jewelers, 95 Main Street, Ware, MA 
By mailing a check payable to QHCC, 3 Converse Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


or pay online by visiting https://quaboaghillschamber.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register 


Proceeds to benefit Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce. QHCC is an non-profit organization that encompasses 
the towns of Belchertown, Brimfield, Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield, (Gilbertville) Hardwick, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, Palmer, Soencer, Wales, Ware, Warren, West Brookfield & West Warren. 








ICE-OUT CONTEST 





Lake Wickaboag Preservation Association’s mascot, Wicky, will deter- 
mine when the ice is officially out and the winner of the Ice Out contest 
will be announced. Lake Wickaboag Preservation Association is spon- 
soring its second annual Ice Out Contest. Contestants can submit their 
guesses for the date and time the ice will leave the lake this winter/ 
spring. When the association’s mascot, Wicky, raises his green flag, ice 
is officially “out” and the winner will be declared. The closest entry to 
the actual date and time will be declared winner. See the LWPA website 


lakewickaboag.com for details, prize information and an entry form. 
COURTESY PHOTO 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

Sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 

Www. venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — During 
the School Committee meeting of Jan. 
25 School Superintendent Richard Lind 
discussed the preliminary fiscal 2022 
budget. 

Lind said that this year they have 
524 students, down 46 students from 
last year. Of those students, 36 attend 
Bay Path Regional Vocational Techni- 
cal High School, five are out-of-district 
special education students, 10 attend a 
charter school, 116 School Choice out to 
another district, 53 School Choice into 
North Brookfield, 52 home school and 
seven attend a private school. Lind said 
the biggest number that has changed in 
this breakdown, is the number of stu- 
dents being homeschool, which is 30 
more than last year. He said most of 
those students being homeschooled 1s 
due to the pandemic and that he is hope- 
ful they will return to school in the fu- 
ture. 

Chapter 70 Aid funding did not in- 
crease from last year to this year. Lind 
said the Student Opportunity Act will 
help. The approved town budgets for 
North Brookfield over the last eight 
years averaged an increase of 1.2% a 
year, even the though the average rate of 
inflation is 2%. 

Lind said the district also saw a drop 
in state and federal entitlement grants 
from last year to this year. The district 
has $829,747 in revolving accounts that 
they use to offset expenses. Last year’s 
pandemic relief funds totaled $62,000, 
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Board hears preliminary fiscal 2022 budget 


with this year’s estimate projected to be 
$240,000, for a total of $306,500. The 
district’s fiscal 2022 net budget request 
is $7,173,955.47, which is after over $1 
million in offsets. With the pandemic re- 
lief funds, this number would be reduced 
to $6,867,455.42, reflecting an 11.51% 
increase from fiscal 2021’s budget. Lind 
said the fiscal 2022 budget also includes 
salary increases that are contractually re- 
quired as these increases were waived in 
fiscal 2021. 

He said that transportation has also 
increased significantly, an almost 20% in- 
crease from last year, totaling $624,794. 
Tucker said it is really important that 
school administrators ask for the bud- 
get that they would like, even if the town 
is unable to fund all of it. Lind said the 
proposed budget reflects what they need, 
but he understands that they will not get 
it. Lind said the budget needs to be sub- 
mitted to the town by March | so it can 
go before Town Meeting in May or June. 


Financial reports 

Lind said the district is continuing to 
work to balance the accounts with the 
town, but they still have some differenc- 
es. He said according to Business/HR 
Assistant Shiela LeBlanc’s report, there 
is roughly a $5,000 difference. Lind said 
LeBlanc is working closely with the town 
to rectify the situation. 

Lind said that aside from the balanc- 
ing issue, the budget is in line and they 
are “right where they should be.” Lind 
said they did budget $2,100 for home- 
lessness transportation and they are cur- 
rently $7,000 over that budget. He said it 


is challenging to budget for this, as it is 
impossible to know how many students 
will be facing homelessness each year. 
He said they will make internal adjust- 
ments to cover those costs. Lind said the 
district 1s also monitoring all their grants 
closely. 


MOU 

The committee moved and approved 
the revised MOU student learning time 
regulations after Lind discussed them. 

Lind also told the School Committee 
the revised Memorandum of Under- 
standing, or MOU, on student learning 
time regulations that has been negotiat- 
ed with the teachers. He said they had 
to adjust the way they were doing things 
to ensure that every student averaged 
35 hours learning time over a two-week 
span. He said the new regulations went 
into effect Jan. 19, adding 51 minutes per 
day of synchronous instruction. 

Tucker asked North Brookfield Ele- 
mentary School Principal Sarah Priest- 
ley and North Brookfield Jr/Sr High 
School Co-Principal Jeanne Powers how 
the staff were adjusting to this change. 
Priestley said her staff have been positive 
about this, but they are still “smoothing 
out some wrinkles,” as far as technology 
goes. Priestley said the students are en- 
joying seeing all their classmates during 
synchronous learning time, whereas be- 
fore they had been separated by cohorts. 
Powers said of the middle/high school, 
“it has been a great chance for teachers 
to engage again with their students.” 

Lind said the real positive he has 
heard is students are showing up to en- 
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gage in this additional synchronous time. 
He said it was definitely a challenge to 
be made aware of the additional student 
learning time in December and have it 
implemented by mid-January. 

Lind said the most recent federal 
relief package was approved several 
weeks ago and could potentially pro- 
vide 3.8 times more than they received 
with the first relief package ($65,000), 
which would provide $240,000 in funds. 
Lind said he is looking at these potential 
funds as a possible “lifeboat” for fiscal 
2022, since the district is in decent shape 
for fiscal 2021. 

Lind said the Teachers Association 
requested to have the option to work 
from home on remote Wednesdays. They 
have also amended the student learning 
time, removing the wording that teach- 
ers were not required to provide learning 
live and remotely at the same time. 


Vaccines 

Lind said he attended a webinar with 
nurse Maureen Floyde the previous week 
about “pool COVID-19 testing.” Lind 
was not sure if the district has the logis- 
tical ability to test in groups, especially 
with the level of staffing needed. Tucker 
asked if there were any updates regard- 
ing school staff receiving COVID-19 
vaccines. Lind said he has talked to 
Board of Health member Trevor Bruso 
about the possibility of the school being 
a site for a vaccination clinic. Lind said 
they would certainly accommodate that 
request and at this time, Bruso does not 
have any more information. 





North 


Brookfield School Committee notebook 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


School rebranding 

At its Jan. 25 meeting, North 
Brookfield School Superintendent 
Richard Lind and School Committee 
Chairman MariaTucker told commit- 
tee members of their recent meeting 
with Jake Messier, of HEARD Strate- 
gy, amarketing company. Messier had 
offered his services at no cost to school 
districts looking to “rebrand” their 
mascots, logos or nicknames. Messier 
is a 1989 graduate of North Brookfield 
High School and is currently working 
with the Athol School District and 
Nashoba Regional School District. 
Lind said he is entering into an agree- 
ment with HEARD Strategy to help 
facilitate the process of rebranding the 
school mascot, along with the com- 
mittee that is yet to be formed. Late 
last year, the School Committee vot- 
ed to end using the Indian team name 
and logo. 


Student Advisory Council update 

Student Advisory Council member 
Megan Bokis said they are selling the re- 
maining merchandize featuring the In- 
dian mascot that 1s in their school store. 
Bokis said the items and prices will be 
posted on their Instagram page (North 
Brookfield StuCo) in a few weeks. She 
said they will host a Polar Plunge at a lo- 
cal lake or pond. The council has raised 
$200 to date. The date and location of 
the plunge are undecided at this mo- 
ment. Proceeds from the Polar Plunge 
will benefit the Special Olympics. 


Administrator reports 

North Brookfield Middle High 
School Co-Principal Jeanne Powers 
said the middle school English teach- 
er Heather Dekarski will be teaching a 
theater class for seventh-graders. Pow- 
ers hopes they can expand it to both 
middle and high school in the future. 

North Brookfield Elementary School 
Principal Sarah Priestley said students 
were able to take part in a virtual kind- 


ness/bullying program through the 
Worcester district attorney’s office. She 
said they are bringing back “star bucks” 
for their PBIS to celebrate their “star” 
behavior. Priestley said they will also 
be wrapping Director of Student Ser- 
vices Mark Muinucci in bubble wrap as 
a fundraiser. 

Minucci said he wanted to give ku- 
dos to staff for their involvement with 
helping students get the services they 
need. 

Powers also thanked professional 
development pod leaders, who have 
shared their learning and training with 
their coworkers. 


Recognitions 

Lind introduced eighth-grade stu- 
dent, Jarrett Shipman, the Project 351 
ambassador for North Brookfield. 
Shipman was selected by school staff 
for his academic achievement, good cit- 
izenship and helping others. Lind said 
they are excited to have another student 
participate in this project. Lind also 


recognized Cami Zalauskas, who was 
selected as the Superintendent’s Scholar 
for her academic achievement. Zalaus- 
kas is a top scholar in her class this year. 

Lind also announced that North 
Brookfield had seven students that 
scored in the advanced category during 
MCAS testing and were in the top 20% 
of their class, earning them the John & 
Abigail Adams Scholarship. This aca- 
demic scholarship applies to state col- 
leges and universities. School Commit- 
tee Chair Maria Tucker congratulated 
all the students for their achievements. 
Lind also thanked the School Commit- 
tee in recognition of National School 
Board Appreciation Month. 


Superintendent’s Goals 2020-2021 

Lind read his goals for this school 
year, most of which focused on re- 
opening and improving school/family 
relationships after the shutdown last 
March, as well as having he and Pow- 
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East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 
Monday through Thursday 


During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 


Meals (Entree and Salad) $10.99 
Monday & Tuesday Dinner 


(4 to Close) 


We Deliver 
Open 7 Days a Week: 
11am - 10 pm 
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guest column 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


Red-breasted nuthatch and robins 

I received a call from a North Brookfield 
resident, who lives near Brookfield Orchards. 
She has bird feeders in her backyard and a 
window feeder. She said she had more than 50 
robins in a field with a hedge of Arbor Vitae 
trees. She also saw a red-breasted nuthatch. 
She said her son lives in Sturbridge and he has 
seen red-breasted nuthatches and lots of blue- 
birds. 


Red-breasted nuthatch 

The red-breasted nuthatch is an irruptive 
species. Several people including me have seen 
one this year. It is a smaller version about 
4-inches and different coloring from its cous- 
in, the white-breasted nuthatch. As its name 
indicates, it has a rusty breast and belly. Its 
back is slate gray like the white-breasted. A 
distinguishing feature of the red-breasted is 
a white eyeline and a black head. The male’s 
cap is black and the females gray. Both red 
and white-breasted nuthatches have a short 
tail and a long pointed beak. The call of the 
red-breasted - “ank or enk” - is higher and 
more nasal than the white-breasted nuthatch. 
Both nuthatches will visit feeders. Nuthatches 
creep down tree trunks looking for insects. The 
female lays five to seven white or slightly pink 
eggs with brown speckles 1n a nest of rootlets, 
grasses, mosses and shredded bark. It uses 
an evacuated hole, birdhouse or abandoned 
woodpecker hole. It smears pitch around the 
entrance to the nest cavity to deter predators. 
It also uses birdhouses and cavities to roost in 
as well as nest. 


Raven 

I received a letter from a West Brookfield 
resident, who sent a letter, as she did not have 
Internet. 

She wrote, “I want to share my story 
about a raven. All last summer, I heard what 
I thought was geese going over my backyard 
crossing into the woods looking like maybe 
going to the wild life preserve on Wickaboag 
Valley Road.” She said the exact day this col- 
umn wrote about a woman having a raven in 
her yard. She said, “My neighbor and I were 
talking outdoors when the raven flew over and 
it was at that moment I recalled your article. I 
got my bird book out and yes we have a raven. 
I have seen 1t many times and my neighbor and 
I call it ‘“Gronk’ because of the very loud noise 
it makes. I’ve never seen another one flying 
even near it and one day it came to where I 
feed my crows in the morning and the crows 
were very unhappy.” She also said she had two 
Carolina wrens at her feeder Jan. 11. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird re- 
lated experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, 
leaving a message at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyardS8&@aol.com or edowner@turley. 
com or mailing to Barre Gazette, PO. Box 446, 
Barre, MA 01005. 
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How to grow nutritious sweet potatoes 


he sweet potato is a nu- IN THE tray. Cover with plastic wrap and 
tritional powerhouse. GARDEN place in a sunny window until 
According to www.nutri- we taeet sprouting occurs. Slips should be 
tiondata.com, it is “low in sodi- a separated and planted about six 


um, and very low in saturated fat 
and cholesterol. It is also a good 
source of dietary fiber, vitamin 
B6 and potassium, and a very 
good source of vitamin A, vita- 
min C and manganese.” If these 
facts aren't reason enough to try 
adding this veggie to our garden 
this growing season, delight in the fact that 
it is also a very pretty vine. 

If my memory is correct, my Mom at- 
tempted to grow sweet potatoes one summer 
when I was child. It wasn’t all that impres- 
sive as I recall, at least not as impressive as 
her peanut growing experiment! Anyhow, 
the one thing we have against us is that 
sweet potatoes require a long growing sea- 
son, somewhere between 90-150 days. The 
tender shoots are cold sensitive, and must 
be planted into the ground after all danger 
of frost has passed. In our area we use Me- 
morial Day as our “frost-free date.” Then, 
the edible root, aka the sweet potato, must 
be harvested before the first frost of fall. By 
my records, the first frost usually occurs in 
early October. This equates to 100 days bare 
minimum of growing time. Still interested, 
read on. 

You can purchase plants through the 
mail or try sprouting your own from sweet 
potatoes purchased from the grocery store. 
Dick Raymond, author of my favorite gar- 
dening book of all time, “Garden Way’s Joy 
of Gardening” (Storey Publishing $24.95), 
has some great tips for doing this: Seven or 
eight weeks prior to Memorial Day, simply 
cut the spuds in half length-wise and lay 
them down in moist peat moss in a shallow 
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inches deep, 12 to 15 inches apart 
from one another. He advises to 
water well for the first two weeks; 
after that sweet potato plants are 
reportedly somewhat drought tol- 
erant. When fertilizing, choose a 
formulation that is a bit lower in 
nitrogen, otherwise you will have 
lots of vines at the expense of sweet pota- 
toes. 

Dig up your bounty on a dry day, being 
extra careful not to damage the skin. Don’t 
leave them exposed to the sun for more than 
an hour and don’t wash them either. Picky, 
aren't they? Fresh sweet potatoes aren’t all 
that sweet, a curing period of two weeks in 
the dark at 70 to 80 degrees and at high hu- 
midity will bring out the great flavor we are 
accustomed to. Long-term storage should 
be at temperatures around 60 degrees. 

To make sweet potato fries simply cut the 
root into thick wedges, then toss them with 
seasoned olive oil (or a favorite salad dress- 
ing). Bake on a cookie sheet at 350 degrees 
for one hour, flipping occasionally. Some 
ketchup as a dip may help reluctant kids to 
give the “funny orange French fries” a try. 

It’s my hope that you all enjoy growing 
sweet potatoes from “scratch,” so to speak! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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RAIL from page 1 


tions and reduces greenhouse gas emis- 
sions,” the report states. 

The report also says that “Fast and 
frequent passenger rail service in the 
East-West Rail Corridor could enhance 
mobility and connectivity for Corridor 
communities, provide residents and 
stakeholders with additional travel 
options, and catalyze new economic 
opportunities, such as development 
around stations. Improved connectivity 
among job centers and better mobility 
for potential workers could increase 
employment opportunities for workers 
and expand the talent pool available to 
employers by better linking the west- 
ern, central, and eastern regions of the 
Commonwealth with each other and 
with a broader travel market.” 

There are three final alternatives in 
the study, which carries the weight of a 
$1 million investment by the state and 
does back up at least some of the advo- 
cates’ claims of the benefits the rail line 
would provide. All of the alternatives 
include depots in Palmer and Spring- 
field. 

Still, it did not offer the robust en- 
dorsement some hoped for. 

“It’s not what we wanted, but it 
didn’t close the door,” Hood said. 


What’s next 

Now, he said, the committee needs 
to focus on “thinking about how this 
affects Palmer.” 

Committee member and Palm- 
er Town Planner Linda Leduc aren't 
completely satisfied, but she took away 
some positives. 

“It’s an interesting study,” she said. 

“It was limited in scope [but] it 
needed to be done to gets us to the next 
phase of engineering and construction. 
MassDOT is trying to move us out of 
the planning stage. In Palmer, we did all 
the things we needed to do to get in all 
the alternatives, which 1s a great result.” 

Like others, Leduc contests the 
study’s estimate of ridership and said 
it’s critical to present accurate numbers 
that will allow the project to become el- 
igible for federal funding — a high bar. 
She remains convinced MassDOT does 
not project a realistic figure and that 
taking a second look — as MassDOT 
calls for in the study — will reveal a 
more favorable cost benefit assessment. 

“One thing I thought was interest- 
ing is this traditional assessment did 
not include an extensive look into cost 
benefit,” Leduc said. 

“The position of the state to better 
itself with the federal calculation — 
which we fall very short of getting any 
federal money — we need to raise that. 
We have a true benefit from the rail stop 
that can [improve] that calculation.” 

Costs 

Costing upwards of $1 billion, the 
project is likely to face steep opposition 
by state and federal budget hawks, ne- 
cessitating the need, Leduc and other 
committee members said, to lobby law- 
makers who have not already pledged 
their support. U.S. Rep. Richard Neal 
said he’s for creating the passenger line. 
Leduc and Hood both noted that Pres- 
ident Joe Biden could be a likely ally. 
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Unlike assistance with road and air 
projects, municipal rail construction 
is not typically earmarked for federal 
funding, Leduc said. 


Legislative support 

“Not a single state in the country 
gets federal assistance for a rail proj- 
ect,” she said. “The only way to get 
federal funding is to get an increase in 
our benefit cost and potentially get that 
federal calculation viewed differently. 
Cost will be a big problem moving for- 
ward. We need to have conversations 
with our federal legislators. Joe Biden 
historically has been supportive of rail, 
so that’s all good.” 

Hood agreed. 

“T think our politicians will be 1m- 
portant in this,” he said. 

So far, so good. 

“All of our representatives in the 
western part of the state and even fur- 
ther west, are hot on this issue,’ Leduc 
said. 

Both of them credited state Senators 
Eric Lesser and Anne Gobi and Mass. 
House Rep. Todd Smola for their sup- 
port. Committee members agreed on 
the need to remain proactive. 

After the study was released earlier 
this month, Lesser issued a statement 
in which he called the report “an i1m- 
portant step in moving this project 
from conception to reality.” 

“As MassDOT acknowledges, the 
study remains incomplete,” Lesser said. 
“Most importantly, the ridership esti- 
mates are far too low and do not reflect 
comparable rail links around the coun- 
try or the economic growth the rail 
line will spur. The study also does not 
take into account the significant envi- 
ronmental benefits from the reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions as tens 
of thousands of cars are taken off the 
road.” 


Looking forward 

There could be more public mon- 
ey available to help get the projecting 
moving forward. If Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er signs the legislature’s transportation 
bond bill into law, more money would 
become available to pay for construc- 
tion planning. 

“Palmer has a place in there,” Hood 
said. “If Gov. Baker signs it and that 
money becomes available, that would 
be a way of moving forward. Eventual- 
ly, it could snowball into bigger things.” 

Committee member Sarah Szcebak 
asked during the Jan. 14 meeting if the 
town would be responsible for the cost 
of building a platform and others won- 
dered who decides where the platform 
would be built, sparking a in-depth dis- 
cussion. 

Scarlet Lamothe, manager of 
Steaming Tender, created inside the 
old Palmer rail depot building, signed 
into the Zoom meeting from inside the 
restaurant. The old station could be 
repurposed to create new one, she sug- 
gested. 

“The station that ’'m in right now 
— is that something that can be dis- 
cussed?” Lamothe asked, 

“We haven’t been able to get down to 
those nitty gritty details,’ Leduc said. 
“Ts it time? I think it could be. It might 
be time for the town to spend some 
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Advocates of a passenger train line connecting Pittsfield to Boston with stops in Palmer and Springfield found 


some things they liked, and some things they didn’t, in MassDOT’s recently released study. 
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The map shows stops along the way, including a Palmer depot, of a proposed passenger line from Pittsfield 


to Boston. 


money to [study and] narrow down the 
best location.” 

“As far as location of the platform, 
that’s something the town and engi- 
neers have to figure out,” Anne Miller 
said. “It can go a lot of different ways. 
Palmer may not be in position to do 
that. I think working out the location is 
something we need to do in advance so 
the federal government doesn’t come in 
and say ‘no, it should go here.’” 

Miller is amenable to creating a 
Palmer depot in or around the old one 
and noted the Steaming Tender, opened 
by Lamothe’s parents, acquired proper- 
ty around the restaurant. 

“T think that should be part of the 
conversation,” Miller said. 

“This is something I think we need 
to put together soon — ASAP,” Lam- 
othe said. 

“We have to show MassDOT we're 
ready for this. They don’t know our 
town. We have to put it in place for 
them and say here’s the solution and 
maybe give them a second option.” 

Palmer Town Council President 
Lorinda Baker, who also serves on the 
committee, said east-west rail advo- 
cates might have an inside track with 
the Biden administration — Buttigieg. 
She said she heard the former mayor 
of South Bend, Ind., who ran for pres- 
ident in 2020, is at least an acquain- 
tance, if not a friend, of Lesser. 

Lesser referenced Buttigieg in his 


Statement: 

“The study comes at the right mo- 
ment given President-Elect Biden’s long 
history of infrastructure advocacy, and 
his passion for train transportation in 
particular, along with his nominee to 
be Secretary of Transportation, Pete 
Buttigieg,” Lesser said. 


Setting priorities 

While the study presents various 
scenarios of how and where actual con- 
struction would begin, the committee 
members all agree that the Springfield 
phase should get priority. The study 
itself called it a “worthwhile starting 
point.” Hood and Miller sent a letter 
recently to Baker and Mass. Secretary 
of Transportation Stephanie Pollack 
asking for it. 

“Indeed the need for expanded rail 
service between the three largest cities 
in the Commonwealth should take pri- 
ority, especially when there is almost no 
train service at present between two of 
them,” they said in the letter. 

“This first phase of a phased ap- 
proach to East-West passenger rail 
would address the greatest need, which 
is to connect Springfield to Worcester 
and Boston. This first phase would 
have an added advantage that it could 
utilize the detailed work already done 
as part of the NNEIRI study, as well as 
the findings and recommendations of 
the East-West Passenger Rail Study.” 
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ers become co-principals of the high 
school. The committee moved and ap- 
proved the Superintendent’s Goals for 
2020-2021. 


Mascot draft policy 
Lind asked the committee to vote on 
the policy and waive the three readings 


rule. The committee moved and ap- 
proved the new policy for the mascot 
and waived the three readings. 


School nurse approved 
The School Committee approved the 
hiring of North Brookfield Elementa- 
ry School Nurse Shirley McAfee. The 
committee moved and approved the hir- 
ing of Shirley McAfee. 


Virtual schools 

School Committee members ap- 
proved not setting a limit on the num- 
ber of students who can enroll in virtual 
schools. Lind said they can limit stu- 
dent enrollment in virtual schools to 1% 
(10 students), but he did not like limit- 
ing student learning opportunities. 


Technology report 
Lind said they received 55 additional 


Chromebooks for students. They have 
also implemented their Zoom licenses 
they purchased for staff. 


Facilities report 
Lind said they have added antifreeze 
to both heating systems, at a cost of al- 
most $20,000. The upgraded filters for 
the high school are in and all set to go. 
They are also continuing to work on the 
hallways. 
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and President and Chief Administra- 
tive Officer Molly Gray announced the 
closure of the 112-year-old facility in a 
press conference on Tuesday. 

“This is part and parcel of an on- 
going assessment that Baystate does to 
adapt to changes in demand for our ser- 
vices and to stay contemporary in how 
we deliver our care,” he said. 


Factors for closure 

Gray and Keroack attributed Mary 
Lanes’s closure to several factors — the 
building’s age, the lack of use by the 
community and lack of staff retention. 

He said over the years the volumes 
for the in-patient services at Mary Lane 
were declining to the “point where they 
averaged in the single-digits in 2016 
when we decided to shutter those ser- 
vices.” 

In 2016, Baystate pledged to keep the 
emergency department open at Mary 
Lane for at least several years. 

These trends have continued, accord- 
ing to Gray. 

“Patients are actually choosing to re- 
ceive care in other locations,’ Gray said. 
“Today, nearly half of Baystate Mary 
Lane Outpatient Center is vacant by 
day and 90% unused at night. Baystate 
Mary Lane’s emergency department has 
had minimal utilization for true emer- 
gency services of the 28 patients who 
arrive at that site for care 85% or 24 out 
of 28 of the patients present with com- 
mon, minor, non-urgent conditions like 
a cold, flu or sprain that could be treat- 
ed in a primary care setting.” 

Additionally, Baystate has had diffi- 
culty recruiting and retaining providers 
in the area, especially in small practices. 
Gray said in the last two to three years, 
a net loss of six primary care positions 
were lost in its Eastern Region. 

“This is a market reality that reflects 
the need to consolidate practices in sup- 
port of clinicians,” Gray said. “Candi- 
dates really seek robust, multi-specialty 
practices.” 

Another attributing factor to Mary 
Lane’s closure is the building’s age. 

Gray said “to maintain steady-state 
operations would require over $5 million 
in construction investments to maintain 
the facility, compliance and operations 
over the next three years.” 

Baystate will consolidate operations 
at Baystate Wing to “better invest re- 
sources in state-of-the- art care, emer- 
gency care and physician recruitment 
and retention. This will really allow us 
for more effective staffing in an area 
where recruiting clinical professionals 
can be challenging.” 

Five years ago, Baystate closed 1n-pa- 
tient services at Mary Lane. Local mem- 
bers of the community opposed the de- 
cision, including the Keep Mary Lane 
Local Coalition. 

Keroack said five years ago he heard 
“some really raw emotions from people 
who had fond memories of Mary Lane.” 

“T understand how a community gets 
attached to a hospital, my responsibility 
is to take a look at what can we do there. 
What’s the best way to configure services 
for all the 100,000 people in the dozens 
of town that are served in our eastern 
region,” Keroack said. “When you look 
at what people feels in their hearts 1s of- 
ten not matched with what they’re do- 
ing in terms of their choices of where 
to go when they’re sick...It’s something 
where I need to put my emotions aside 
and take an objective look can we legiti- 
mately offer something there that makes 
sense or try to consolidate services and 
make Wing more robust.” Keroack said 
both his parents were born in Mary 
Lane in the 1920s. 


Next steps 
The formal process requires Baystate 
make notice to the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Public Health which was 
filed in the days following the announce- 
ment, Keroack said. 
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Baystate Health plans to ask the Department of Public Health to let it close its Mary Lane campus and move 


services to Palmer and Springfield. 


The DPH will conduct 
hearings and issue a ruling 
as to whether Baystate’s plan 
will be approved. 

“We're also planning to 
have a virtual town hall in 
the next few weeks,” Keroack 
said. 

Baystate Wing would con- 
solidate Mary Lane, which 
Gray said has been “fit test- 
ed.” 

“We have a new emergency 
service here at Wing and there is space 
to accommodate all the visits that are 
happening in the Eastern Region and 
have additional growth if need be,” said 
Gray. “When we talk about this taking 
a period of time over two to three years, 
we are going to be relocating the services 
we provide at Mary Lane to Wing Hos- 
pital and that will require an investment 
in construction and expansion.” 

Keroack said Baystate would spend 
about $10 to $15 million investment to 
“refurbish, upgrade and expand that fa- 
cility.” 

In terms of what to do with the site, 
Keroack said Baystate would be in con- 
versation with Ware officials. 

“We certainly would be willing to 
demolish the existing building if there 
is no use for it and gift the land to the 
town as green space,” said Keroack. 

He added that if the town had use for 
the building Baystate would not demo 
the building, but “we haven’t thought 
of anything the town would be able to 
do with the building. Perhaps they have 
ideas and we would just have to have 
conversations with them.” 

Gray and Keroack said the roughly 
80 Mary Lane employees would contin- 
ue to be employed by Baystate due to a 
high need in the company. 

“This is a good time in health care 
because there are many opportunities,” 
Gray said. “We will be working with in- 
dividuals one on one.” 

To address the need for transporta- 
tion in the area, Keroack said Baystate 
has “really thought through the issue.” 

“We already were funding the Quabo- 
ag Connector which provides about 
1,000 rides per month in the Quabo- 
ag Valley towns, particularly between 
Palmer and Ware for appointments,” 
he said. “We're likely going to need to 
expand those services and include occa- 
sional trips to Springfield because can- 
cer patients will be able to get some kind 
of treatment at Wing, but the more elab- 
orate kinds of treatments would require 
a trip to Springfield.” 


Community members react 

Keroack said the closure of the hos- 
pital is “going to be a blow to the town 
beyond the healthcare side of things.” 

“T think it’s part of the identity of the 
town when something that’s been there 
for 100 years just suddenly goes away,” 
he said. “Obviously, it’s been shrinking 
considerably for quite some time.” 

But it’s also a change in how emer- 
gency services are delivered before a pa- 
tient gets to a hospital. 

“T really wish there was more plan- 
ning before they dropped this on us,” 
said Fire Chief Christopher Gagnon. 

With the emergency satellite facility 
closing in approximately six months, 
Gagnon said it doesn’t give the Ware 
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Fire Department much time 
to plan for how to deal with 
the change. 

Ambulances will be out 
of service for longer times 
as trips will always to be to 
Palmer or Springfield instead 
of to Mary Lane. 

“Our ability to respond 
to multiple calls quickly 1s 
now vastly diminished,” Gag- 
non said. Using a trip by an 
ambulance downtown, re- 
sponding to a patient and taking them 
to Mary Lane, which took perhaps 30 
minutes all told, the drive will increase 
for each and every trip. 

“We've had the luxury of being able 
to turn our trucks around quickly, but 
we Il lose that,” he said. 

Gagnon said he is also worried about 
having to call in additional manpow- 
er on overtime when multiple medical 
calls come in while one ambulance 1s al- 
ready in Palmer or beyond. 

“There will also be more wear and 
tear on our vehicles,” he said, with each 
trip being out-of-town. 

“The overall impact is going to be a 
huge logistical change,” he said. “But 
we ll have to learn to adjust. It’s a real 
disappointment to us.” 

He’s not alone in believing this will 
be a difficult transition. 

West Brookfield Rescue Squad Pres- 
ident Daniel McCall said Mary Lane’s 
closure will have a 

“profound effect on us and our com- 
munity as a whole, even down to the lev- 
el of service we provide patients.” 

Currently patients serviced the West 
Brookfield Rescue have a six-minute 
ride to Mary Lane and up to 30 minutes 
to either Wing or Harrington Hospital, 
McCall said. Of the 1,100 transports 
WBRS does in a year, about 50% of the 
time patients are transported to Mary 
Lane. 

“We're going to have go up a level of 
service and provide more advanced crit- 
ical care for residents because we will 
have a longer transport time,” he said. 
“There will also be an economic impact 
on what we do because when have a sick 
patient in the ambulance for a longer 
time, you'll have to deliver more care.” 

McCall said he felt the decision was 
unfortunate and will “flip (EMS) on its 
head.” 


Elected officials react 

“It’s certainly a surprise and it’s a dis- 
appointment. We're not going to leave 
at this,” said State Rep. Todd Smola. 
“They say the people just aren’t coming 
to Mary Lane, and we want to know ex- 
actly how they reached this conclusion. 
It’s so sudden, and none of us had any 
knowledge this was coming.” 

Smola said he, State Rep. Donnie 
Berthaiume, R-Spencer, and State Sen. 
Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, were all in- 
formed Tuesday morning by Baystate 
Health officials that the closure was 
planned. 

Smola said the legislative delegation 
wants to meet with Baystate Health of- 
ficials and town officials. “We want to 
hear very specifically how they reached 
these conclusions,” he said. 

He pointed to how hard citizens 
in the town fought to keep the hospi- 
tal open as much as possible in 2016, 


Virtual Town 
Hall on Feb. 23 


SPRINGFIELD -— _ Baystate 
Health is holding a virtual Town 
Hall on Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 5 p.m., 
to discuss the closure of the Bay- 
state Mary Lane Outpatient Cen- 
ter and future plans for patient 
care. All are welcome to attend. 

To register for the virtual Town 
Hall, please visit baystatehealth. 
org/Eastern Region. 


when Baystate Health asked the state to 
change Mary Lane’s emergency room 
to a satellite emergency facility and 
close its in-patient beds. Over the last 
five years the campus has essentially 
changed to all out-patient services. 

Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) said 
the decision “blindsided” her and other 
elected officials, adding the decision was 
very upsetting and handled unprofes- 
sionally by Baystate Health. 

She said the closure was similar to 
events five years ago when Mary Lane 
in-patient services were closed. 

“We went through an awful lot five 
years ago,” she said, “Baystate is doing 
a great disservice to the community. It 
blindsided me and other legislators, we 
had previously heard rumors, but I did 
not get a call from Baystate until today.” 

Gobi said she thought Baystate 
would have learned from “five years ago, 
and how poorly they handled things 
then. You would think they would have 
made a few adjustments.” 

She felt the closure of the outpatient 
center 1s “horrible,” and “like a slap in 
the face.” I 

“We're still in a pandemic and this 
when they choose to shut down services 
at a time when they should be bending 
over backwards to help people,” Gobi 
said. “I’m not pleased.” 

A possible positive 

“It’s really sad; it’s a shock,” said 
Tracy Opalinski, who worked to keep 
Mary Lane open as a hospital in 2016, 
and said there were no prior discussions 
with the town or major donors about 
these plans. “They were investing signifi- 
cantly with Healogics’ wound care cen- 
ter, and a $1 million pharmacy, which 
was delayed by COVID, was supposed 
to go in,” she said, as well as the radiol- 
ogy upgrade and enhanced oncology 
department as well. 

Despite her anger and disappoint- 
ment, she hopes something positive can 
come out of the situation, as Baystate 
has said at the end of two years it would 
gift the property to the town, with or 
without the building. 

“The times are changing, but change 
doesn’t always have to be something 
bad,” she said. Something positive could 
go on the site, whether it was a health 
clinic or some other project. 

Bob Kelley, in-house counsel for Op- 
timus Living, the owner of Cedarbrook 
Village, the large assisted living facility 
built next to the hospital, said the com- 
pany was very surprised by the move. 

He said the company plans to have a 
collaborative relationship with Baystate 
Health, whether its closest facility is at 
Mary Lane or in Palmer. 

Kelley also said Optimus Living or 
another company might see the proper- 
ty as “a good place for an anchor resi- 
dence with market-rate housing.” 

He said he believes Baystate will do 
the right thing by winding down the 
campus with dignity, and he under- 
stands that Mary Lane 1s a very old 
building that would be difficult to up- 
date. 

For more information, Baystate has 
launched a website specifically about the 
eastern region at https://www.baystate- 
health.org/easternregion. 

Staff writer Eileen Kennedy contrib- 
uted to this story. 


SPORTS 


Panthers squeak out victory at home 





By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE—A good _basket- 
ball team always seems to find 
a way to win a game, especially 
on those nights when they don’t 
play very well. A perfect exam- 
ple is the Quabbin girls varsity 
team. 

The Panthers, who struggled 
offensively and had several play- 
ers in foul trouble, managed to 
squeak out a 34-30 home victo- 
ry over the Oakmont Spartans, 
last Monday night, Jan. 25. 

“T am really proud of how 
the girls fought through adver- 
sity with all of our foul trou- 
ble,” said Quabbin head coach 
Evan Barringer. “Things didn’t 
go the way we wanted but we 
fought through it. A charac- 
ter-building win.” 

The Panthers, who improved 
their season record to 3-1, re- 
turned home after posting a 43- 
33 victory at Fitchburg High 
School in their previous game. 

“IT was really concerned 
about having a letdown because 
we played extremely well at 
Fitchburg last week,” Barringer 
added. “That was a great win 
and we came out a little bit flat 
in the first quarter of tonight’s 
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game.” 

Both squads committed nu- 
merous turnovers during the 
first half of last Monday’s con- 
test. 

“We haven't learned how to 
handle the basketball or how to 
handle pressure yet,’ Barringer 
added. “Our defense did do a 
good job of forcing turnovers, 
but we had too many turnovers 
ourselves. We have a lot of 
things that we still need to work 
on.” 

Quabbin’s leading scorer in 
the first meeting of the regu- 
lar season against the Spartans 
was sophomore guard Olivia 
Rose, who scored all seven of 
her points during the first half. 

Rose began the contest by 
banking home a 3-pointer from 
the top of the key. The Pan- 
thers’ only other points in the 
opening quarter were a pair of 
made free throws by senior for- 
ward Kacie McCreadie, which 
wound up being her only points 
of the game. The free throws 
gave the Panthers a slim 5-4 
lead with 6:17 remaining in the 
first quarter. 

Quabbin, who was trailing, 
7-5 entering the second stanza, 


Please see PANTHERS, page 8 
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The Quabbin High School girls basketball team is not playing in front of a crowd this 


season, but are getting some games in. 


FILE PHOTOS 
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Julia Hamel is one of several returning 
players for the Panthers this season. 





Thompson Speedway announces 
opening weekend racing events 


WATERBURY, Conn. — 
American-Canadian Tour 
(ACT) and Pro All Stars Se- 
ries (PASS) officials have an- 
nounced the slate of racing for 
the 46th Thompson Icebreak- 
er on Saturday, April 10 and 
Sunday April 11. The 82nd 
season opener at Connecticut’s 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park currently consists 
of a nine-division card high- 
lighted by the $10,000-to-win 
Icebreaker 125 for the Thomp- 


The event is part of the Outlaw Open Modified Series 


son Outlaw Open Modified 
Series. 

The event marks the return 
of the historic season kick-off 
after a one-year hiatus due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Icebreaker was first held in 
1974 and has become a staple 
of the Northeast motorsports 
calendar. It includes two days 
of racing with an optional Test 
N’ Tune on Friday, April 9. 

All five of Thompson 
Speedway’s local divisions join 





SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


the Outlaw Open Modified Se- 
ries on the card. This includes 
the Sunoco Modifieds, ACT- 
type Late Models, Limited 
Sportsmen/8-cylinder Street 
Stocks, SK Light Modifieds, 
and Mini Stocks. Laps for each 
division are to be determined. 
The purses for these divisions 
will be similar to those at the 
Thompson Speedway events 
ACT and PASS promoted in 
2020. 

The PASS Super Late Mod- 
els headline the Saturday por- 
tion of Icebreaker Weekend 
with a 75-lap event. It is the 
fifth straight Icebreaker fea- 
turing PASS, joining the 2016- 
2019 editions. PASS holds their 
first event of the year in the 
Northeast after opening the 
season with a pair of events at 
North Carolina’s Hickory Mo- 
tor Speedway. 

The NEMA Lites of the 
Northeastern Midget Associa- 
tion, who are longtime Thomp- 
son Speedway supporters, re- 
turn for another showing at the 
Icebreaker. The EXIT Realty 
Pro Truck Challenge rounds 
out the card. Both series were 


Please see RACING, page 8 








MASCAC cancels ‘fall 


in spring’ competition 


WESTFIELD — The Mas- 
sachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (MAS- 
CAC) announced today that 
the eight MASCAC Presi- 
dents made the difficult deci- 
sion to cancel the fall in spring 
semester athletic conference 
competition, including all 
indoor and outdoor athletic 
conference competition. The 
decision ends the possibility of 
resuming the fall conference 
competition during the spring 
of 2021 but will allow fall and 
winter student-athletes train- 
ing opportunities. While there 
will not be a conference sched- 
ule for MASCAC fall sports, 
member institutions will be 
allowed to schedule fall sport 
non-conference games at their 
discretion. 

“The MASCAC _ office 
has been meeting regularly 
with the presidents, athlet- 
ic directors, athletic trainers 
and other essential staff to 
consider ways we can bring 
our student-athletes back to 
the playing field safely while 
adhering to all state, federal 
and NCAA guidelines,” said 
MASCAC Commissioner An- 
gela Baumann. “Regrettably, 


the highly contagious nature 
of the COVID-19 virus and 
the risk of community spread 
through conference competi- 
tion proved too great a risk to 
our student-athletes to engage 
in conference play. With the 
health and well-being of our 
student-athletes and our staff 
as our priority, the difficult de- 
cision was made to cancel the 
fall in spring MASCAC com- 
petition,’ Baumann said. 

Although fall MASCAC 
competition has been can- 
celed, the state universities 
will continue to provide stu- 
dent-athletes with on-campus, 
in-person practices, condi- 
tioning, and training opportu- 
nities during the spring semes- 
ter in order to support their 
physical and mental well-be- 
ing. These practice and train- 
ing opportunities will not use 
a year of NCAA Eligibility 
and will be done in compli- 
ance with campus, state and 
federal COVID guidance and 
protocols. 

“The MASCAC Presidents 
know the value of intercolle- 
giate athletics to our campus 


Please see MASCAC, page 8 
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RACING from page 7 


slated to be part of the 2020 Icebreaker 
before its cancellation. 

Officials are finalizing the full sched- 
ule for each day. More information re- 
garding schedules, pricing, and ticket- 
ing will be announced over the coming 
weeks. 

“We have something for everyone at 
the Icebreaker,” PASS president Tom 
Mayberry said. “It’s important to start 
the season with a bang, and we’ve put 
together a line-up to do just that. We 
know a lot of people are looking for- 
ward to the Outlaw Open Modified Se- 
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ries debut, but there’s plenty of other 
action planned for fans of both open- 
wheel and full-fender racing.” 

Entries are already pouring in for 
the 125-lap Outlaw Open main event. 
Two of the biggest names on the list are 
Franklin, MA’s Bobby Santos HI and 
Milford, CT’s Doug Coby. Santos has 
posted four career Tour-type Modified 
victories at Thompson Speedway and six 
at New Hampshire Motor Speedway. He 
recently triumphed in the famed Little 
500 for Sprint Cars at Indiana’s Ander- 
son Speedway. Coby is a six-time cham- 
pion of the NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour with six victories at Thompson. 

Other notable Modified standouts 


on the early entry list include former 
Modified Racing Series and, Inter- 
national Supermodified Association 
Champion Jon McKennedy, former 
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts Weekly 
Series National Champion Keith Rocco, 
2011 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
Champion Ronnie Silk, and Mike Chris- 
topher Jr., the winner of the Budweiser 
Modified Open at last October’s World 
Series of Speedway Racing. They’ll be 
joined by Northeast household names 
such as Matt Swanson, Eric Goodale, 
Andy Shaw, Carl Medeiros Jr., and Dan 
Meservey. 

A limited amount of garage stalls are 
still available for Icebreaker weekend. 


These will be awarded to Outlaw Open 
Modified Series competitors in the order 
their entries are received. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the opener of 
the new Outlaw Open Modified Series. 
The six-pack of big-money events con- 
cludes with the $20,000-to-win Thomp- 
son 300 on October 9 and 10 as part of 
the 59th World Series of Speedway Rac- 
ing. In between are four 75-lap events 
on Wednesday nights throughout the 
summer that will pay a minimum of 
$5,000-to-win. Rules, entry forms, and 
other information for the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series is available at www. 
acttour.com/outlaw-open-modifieds or 
www.racedayct.com/thompson2021. 





MASCAC from page 7 


community and how important sports 
are to our student-athletes. The news 
that we need to cancel the fall con- 
ference competition is understand- 
ably disappointing, but the health 
and safety of our students and staff 
is of the utmost importance,” said 
Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts President James Birge, Chair of 
the MASCAC Council of Presidents. 
“These are unprecedented times and 
making the difficult decision to cancel 
fall conference competition is equally 
unprecedented. We will continue to 
monitor the facts and re-evaluate the 
status of athletics as information and 
data evolves,” said President Birge. 
The MASCAC Presidents are 
hopeful that a spring sports season 


will occur and plan to announce their 
decision in February. 

“We are disappointed conference 
competition couldn't be provided 
for our fall student-athletes in the 
spring,’ said MASCAC Commission- 
er Angela Baumann. “We are still cre- 
ating plans to play the spring sports 
season and are hopeful we will be able 
to provide those student-athletes an 
athletic experience.” 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic 
year, the MASCAC will be celebrat- 
ing its’ 50th anniversary with special 
features, facts and trivia commemo- 
rating the event. Our conference has 
a rich history of success on the play- 
ing field and in the classroom. Over 
the academic year, the conference will 
be highlighting the student-athletes, 
teams, coaches, and administrators 
from the last 50 years. 





How to contact the Sports Editor 


Have the scoop on a local sports story? Want to submit a team photo, 
pass along a potential story idea, or just find out how to get a copy of that 
great photo of your young athlete? Please send all sports-related press releas- 
es and information to Sports Editor Greg Scibelli at: sports@turley.com or 


call, 1-413-283-8393. 


WOODS from page 2 


we are coming to a greater realization 
about the importance of protecting for- 
ests, our state public forest treasure 1s 
being increasingly targeted for commer- 
cial extraction by timber and biomass 
interests.” 

At Muddy Brook in Hardwick, the 
state’s Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
said it has completed the first phase of 
a 500-acre barrens wildlife habitat res- 
toration project. Habitat management 
actions took place on 375 acres in the 
Muddy Brook Wildlife Management 
Area, and 125 acres of the adjacent 
Muddy Brook Wildlife Conservation 
Easement, owned by the New England 
Forestry Foundation in Hardwick. 

“We are excited to partner with 
MassWildlife on an ecological resto- 
ration effort which supports multiple 
rare and common wildlife and plant 
species,’ New England Forestry Foun- 
dation Executive Director Bob Perschel 
said in a statement. 

“It’s a good example of how orga- 
nizations can work together to achieve 
common conservation goals that bene- 
fit people, wildlife, and the diverse forest 
communities in which they live.” 

The greater Muddy Brook Valley 
represents an important and rare collec- 
tion of fire-influenced barrens habitat 
communities in Massachusetts, Mass- 
Wildlife asserts. According to its section 
on mass.gov, restoring barrens is “crit- 


PANTHERS from page 7 


tied the score following a steal and a lay- 
up basket by Rose. 

With 3:35 left in the first half, an in- 
side hoop by Quabbin freshman forward 
Riley Bassett (6 points) tied the score at 
9-9. Then two made free throws by Rose 
gave the Panthers a two-point lead. 

The Panthers, who made 6 of 10 free 
throw attempts during the second quar- 
ter, held a 15-12 halftime advantage. 

Things did improve for the Panthers 
during the third quarter. 

The duo of senior forward Julia 
Hamel (6 points) and Bassett combined 
to score 10 consecutive points, which in- 
creased Quabbin’s lead to 27-18. Then a 
pair of made free throws by junior guard 
Madison Leroux (3 points) pushed the 
Panthers lead to double digits for the 
first time. 

The Panthers made a total of six field 
goals during the third quarter. They 
only made four field goals the rest of the 
game. 

Holding a double-digit lead entering 
the final eight minutes of the contest 
turned out to be very important for the 
home team. 

The Spartans, who were led by junior 
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ical to conserving the distinct plants, 
insects, and animals—including 75 spe- 
cies on the Massachusetts Endangered 
Species List—that depend on these un- 
common habitats.” 

According to the Division of Fish- 
eries and Wildlife officials, over the 
past six years, the tree canopy has been 
thinned to reduce high fuel loads and to 
stimulate growth of barrens plants. 

“The site may look bare following 
initial restoration work,” said John 
Scanlon, MassWildlife’s Habitat pro- 
gram manager. “However, in a relatively 
short period of time, the cut and burned 
areas will be covered with sprouting 
native plants and tree seedlings. The 
reestablishment of this barrens habitat 
provides the necessary food, cover, and 
homes for both common and rare an- 
imals and pollinators that require this 
special type of habitat.” 

Matera is having none of it. 

He said that’s just another example 
of “excuses” used by state agencies to 
cut down state forests and “nonsense 
meant to confuse the public in order 
to support bigger bureaucratic budgets 
and private industry profits.” 

Private versus public sources 

“There is no need to log our state 
public forests and many reasons not to,” 
Matera said. 

“Private lands provide the vast ma- 
jority of our wood use. Almost always, 
the best we humans can do for forest 
‘health, to benefit wildlife, and to help 
nature in general is to stop pretending 


such destructive ‘chainsaw medicine’ 
helps the forest and leave the forest in 
peace.” 

Matera said that a bill will be intro- 
duced this year in the Legislature to 
stop commercial logging on state public 
lands—the 2021 version of House Bill 
897, an act relative to forest protection. 

“Contact your representative and 
ask them to co-sponsor the 2021 ver- 
sion of House Bill 897 when it is in- 
troduced this year,” he said. “We need 
forests, but they do not need us, that 1s 
self-evident.” 

To learn more, go to maforests.org. 


guard Rylee Barrieault with 15 points, 
outscored the Panthers, 12-5 during the 
fourth quarter. 

With her team leading by four points 
(29-25) with a little more than five min- 
utes remaining in regulation, Quabbin 
junior guard Jordyn Gillon (6 points) 
buried a 3-pointer from the top of the 
key. Junior center Ashley Leighton (4 
points) made a pair of free throws a 
minute later. 

The Spartans also made three free 
throws during the final two minutes of 
the game, but the visitors from Ash- 
burnham, could not get any closer than 
four points. 

Quabbin did play much better in the 
second meeting of the regular season 
between the two squads three days later. 
After holding a commanding 22-5 lead, 
the Panthers, who made a total of 18 
field goals, coasted to a 42-26 road vic- 
tory. Leighton led the way offensively 
with a game-high 14 points. No other 
player on either team reached double 
digits. Quabbin freshman guard Mea- 
ghan Doyle chipped in with eight points 
and Hamel added six points. 

The Panthers, who were scheduled to 
play another road game against Narra- 
gansett on Monday night, are slated to 
host the Warriors on Thursday night. 


Support the 
local businesses 
that support your 
local newspaper. 
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New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Jan. 18-25, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police De- 
conducted 22  building/ 
property checks, 7 radar assignments, 
5 motor vehicle stop, 26 directed/area 
patrols, 7 traffic controls and 2 emer- 
gency 911 calls in the town of New 


partment 


Braintree. 


Monday, Jan. 18 


8:44 a.m. Phone — Alarm Memorial 


Drive — Building Checked/Secured 


Thursday, Jan. 21 
10:24 a.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Investigation Old Wine Road 
— Arrest(s) Made 4:58 p.m. Initiated — 
Complaint Harrington Road — Gone 
On Arrival 5:22 p.m. 911 — Misdial 
Scott Road — Services Rendered 


Saturday, Jan. 23 
5:09 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Letendre Lane — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


MWGCC’s 2020 dean’s list 


GARDNER — Mount Wachusett Community Col- 
lege announces the dean’s for the fall 2020 semester. 
Local students making the fall dean’s list are: Adam 
Gibson of East Brookfield, Rachael Orsi of North 
Brookfield and Robert Howard of West Brookfield. 
Students who complete a minimum of 12 semester 
hours are eligible. The dean’s list requires a 3.30 to 3.99 
grade point average. 


AIC announces fall 2020 
dean’s list students 


SPRINGFIELD — American International College 
announces the dean’s list for the fall 2020 semester. 

Local students making the fall 2020 dean’s list are 
Justin Howard of West Brookfield, Emily Matte of 
Sturbridge and Tayla Shepard of Sturbridge. 

Dean’s list students are full time students who have 
achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends the efforts 
and accomplishments of these scholars during this un- 
precedented time. 








Nathan Gershman makes 
Roger Williams dean’s list 


BRISTOL, R.I.— Nathan Gershman of East Brook- 
field was a later addition to the previous Roger Wil- 
liams University fall 2020 dean’s list announcement. 
Full-time students who complete 12 or more credits 
per semester and earn a grade point average of 3.4 or 
higher are placed on the Dean’s List that semester. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 
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Springfield College announces 2020 fall dean’s list 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield College recogniz- 
es dean’s list students for the 2020 fall semester. 

Local students are Morgyn Astrella of West 
Brookfield, Caitlyn Mullis of Fiskdale, Hannah 
Schultz of North Brookfield, Jula Scioletti of Stur- 
bridge and Katilyn Bonneau of West Brookfield for 
the 2020 fall semester. 

The student must complete a minimum of 12 
credit hours of graded coursework for the term, ex- 
clusive of “P” grades. The student must not have 


any incompletes or missing grades 1n the designated 
term. The student must have a minimum semester 
grade average of 3.500 for the term. 

Astrella has a primary major of business man- 
agement. Mills has a primary major of health sci- 
ence and pre-physical therapy. Schultz has a prima- 
ry major of health science/occupational therapy. 
Scioletti has a primary major of health science/ 
cccupational therapy. Bonneau has a primary ma- 
jor of human services. 





University of New Hampshire announces dean’s list 


DURHAM, N.H. — The University of New 
Hampshire announces the dean’s list for the fall 2020 
semester. Local students making highest honors are: 
Kayla Fletcher of New Braintree, Lauren Fletcher 
of New Braintree, Carly Cave of Sturbridge and 
Morgan Hammond of Sturbridge. Local student 
making high honors is Taylor Latter of West Brook- 
field. 

Local students making honors are Leia Kans of 
Sturbridge and Julianna Berube of Sturbridge. Stu- 


dents named to the Dean’s List at the University 
of New Hampshire are students, who have earned 
recognition through their superior scholastic per- 
formance during a semester enrolled in a full-time 
course load (12 or more graded credits). Highest 
honors are awarded to students, who earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.85 or better out of a possible 
4.0. Students with a 3.65 to 3.84 average are awarded 
high honors and students, whose grade point aver- 
age 1s 3.5 through 3.64 are awarded honors. 





Kylie Bulger makes Becker College dean’s list 


WORCESTER — Becker College announces the 
dean’s list for the fall 2020 semester. Kylie Bulger of 
North Brookfield, an equine studies major, made 
the fall dean’s list. The dean’s list recognizes all 
full-time students (24 or more credit hours earned 


Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you safe. 
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BoDy 


Happy 


Q]°* 


Birthday 


VIRGINIA 
OLDS 


With much 
love from 
Debbie, 


family 
and friends 
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Quabbin Estates 


4] Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


& 


Take care 


ra 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by Pie 
Town & Country Living Magazine ,< 


413 436 7374 
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 


WWwW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. 
USDA INSP. FRESH FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 
at $687 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF SHANKS 
v4 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS 


9477 

Ib 
USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONELESS 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


BIG(GAME'SPECIALS | 9979 ina 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS + SELECTION « SERVICE 


PORK BUTTS snes 


GREAT FOR PULLED PORK 
USDA INSP. FRESH 


ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS assis 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK COUNTRY STYLE 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


BABY BACK 


1°3 
12 
38 
99: 
$499 





USDA INSP. 


SMOKED 1/2 HAMS... 


BUTT OR SHANK PORTIONS 
USDA INSP. STORE MADE 


ITALIAN SAUSAGE...... 


ALL VARITIES FAMILY PAK 


USDA INSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED S Ms 
USDA INSP STORE MADE TEXAS BBQ MARINATED 08923 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIP 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


1/2 SPIRAL HAM 


SALE DATES: 
2/4/21 - 2/10/21 


for the academic year; 12 minimum each semester 
(September through May), whose term grade point 
average 1s 3.50 or higher with no grade below a B- 
and no incomplete (I) or withdrawal/failing (WF) 
grades. 


Ipee Worx Unlimited 


*Tree Removals* 
*Crown Reduction* 
*Storm Damage* 
*Dead Wooding* 
*Pristine Cleanup* 
*Fully Insured* 


TreeWorxUnlimited@gmail.com 
TreeWorxUnlimited.com 


Call/Text/Email today for your free estimate 


413. 262.1190 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST oisvicu.” B® 


USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF 


PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS «ssnuu 2 
pur KEN 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


KEY 
BREAST wots sv0F essen? I oe 


INSP. FRESH HILLSHIRE FARM 


POLSKA isccor scree Dee 


INSP. [QF FROZEN 


JUMBO RAW SHRIMP 
FASY PEEL rocscrainmc f Ao 


FAI imenicymes 9 Avocado St. 


Springfield 
HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs, 8-6 © Fri. 8-6 Sat. 8-3 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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A SALUTE TO OUR BUSINESSES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 


A history of agriculture and industry 


he Brookfields and Warren were created by 

a land grant made by the General Court 

in 1600, with the condition that 20 fami- 
lies make it their home within three years. It was 
called the Quaboag Plantation and included all five 
towns, although each later became an independent 
community. 

These towns have an agricultural history that 
continues today with raising livestock for food and 
show, apple orchards, the raising of dairy and beef 
Cows as well as crops. 

In some ways, agriculture has rebounded with a 


number of small farms, such beef cows and herbs 
grown in the fields surrounding West Brookfield’s 
iconic Salem Cross Inn, where good food and a 
historic ambiance come together. 

North Brookfield has continued with its agri- 
cultural roots with a marijuana cultivation plant 
in one of its old mills, and the area may see more 
cultivation businesses over time. 

With the legalization of medical and recreation- 
al marijuana a couple of years ago Quaboag towns 
are seeing cannabis cultivation facilities located 
within their borders and will likely see marijuana 


retail locations as well. In fact, former textile mills 
are being made over into cultivation locations. 

In Brookfield, the Quaboag Plantation resi- 
dents chose Foster’s Hill as the location for the first 
several families. It was incorporated as a town in 
1673, and remained that way for the next 68 years. 

The town of Western was created in 1741, and 
then became Warren in 1834. In 1812, an area in the 
northeastern section of Brookfield became North 
Brookfield. In 1848, West Brookfield broke away 
to form its own town, and in 1920, East Brookfield 
became an independent community. 
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WILTON’S 


CHILDRENS STORE 
New Spring Merchandise 
Arriving Daily! 


RETURN THIS 
COUPON for... 


¢5 OFF YOUR 
PURCHASE, OF 
¢30 OR MORE! 


Coupon expires February 14, 2021. 
Coupon CANNOT be used with any other offer. 


ESTABLISHED 


ESTABLISHED 
1874 


Squier Lumber & Hardware 
5 SQUIER AVENUE | MONSON, MA 01057 
413-267-5542 





WARE TRUST COMPANY AND SAVINGS BANK, WARE, MASS. 





Since Country Bank's founding more than a century and a half ago, 
we've had the opportunity to work with many organizations 
dedicated to making life better for those we serve. 


“146 Years of Providing “Old” Fashioned 














— : “4. Limit ONE coupon per visit. 
y, COU ntrybank Customer Service to the Local Community i ee) ~ 
For Business. For Living. For You. NATIONAL Wilton’s Childrens Store 
countrybank.com ° 800.322.8233 fron FIREPLACE E M . S — 
Belchertown ® Brimfield Chain Poicester Ludlow e Palmer ® Paxton : a yy INSTITUTE. 77 ° ain treet VISA 
Ware © West Brookfield © Wilbraham ® Worcester wee A CERTIFICATION AGENCY Mon-Sat Ware, MA 01082 
12-4 Credit & 
SQUIERLUMBER.COM Sun AT 3-96 7-581 1 Debit 
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Your Bank &. 


ESTABLISHED 





1887 


WARE RIVER NEws 
Local News. Local Stories. 
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: Local Advertisers. 
We’re Right Here. — 
e Reve NEWS 
Proudly Supporting wee a 
Local Communities Your = CHARBONNEAU 
for the past Homet ‘worm 
oer _ vn | Funeral Home 
167 years ra SERVING ALL FAITHS 
1a Year oe A Century of Dignified Personal Service 


Decision on 
trigger ee 


weekly o 


ected 


Complete 
Pre-Arrangement Planning 
to Meet Individual Needs 


Marc A.Varnum, Director 
www.charbonneaufh.com 


30 Pleasant Street, Ware 
413-967-5281 
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SAVINGS BANK 


ged for 114 Main St 
Demolition plan f ded for 114 





Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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But all of those towns developed along similar lines 
with agricultural first and then the gradual addition of 
saw and grist mills due to available water. Those mills 
eventually led to more industry along the banks of wa- 
terways in each of the towns. 

East Brookfield was eventually home to almost half 
of all the mills in the Brookfields in the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries. At one point it had three woolen 
mills, an iron furnace, machinery makers and a brick- 
works. 

North Brookfield became a center of shoe manu- 
facturing starting in about 1810, and is still home to 
Vibram, which makes strong rubber shoe soles. It was 
formerly known as the Quaboag Corp., but was pur- 
chased by Vibram, and is now more than 100 years 
old. Quaboag had been making soles for Vibram since 
the 1960s. 

The town was also home to palm leaf hat makers in 
the last part of the 19th century, and was also home to 
makers of overalls and corsets. In 1892, a new brick- 
yard was built. 
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For A Taste Of The Country 
For Over 107 Years! 


Hardwick Farmers’ offers items of high 
quality at fair prices with outstanding 
customer service. We’ve been supplying 
local farmers, pet owners and 
gardeners for over 107 years! Let our 
knowledgeable staff help with your farm 
and garden needs. From our garden 
center to livestock feeds; from fencing 
| supplies to fertilizer; from pet supplies 
to clothing and footwear - we have it all. 
We're easy to get to and worth the trip. 


Grain & Feed - Farm & Garden Supplies 
Plants ¢ Annuals ¢ Perennials ¢ Vegetables ¢ Trees 
Shrubs e Pet Supplies ¢ Pet Food 
Clothing for Men, Women & Children ¢ Gates ¢ Fencing 
Children’s Toys and So Much More... 


Hardwick Farmers’ Co-Operative 


444. Lower Rd, Hardwick, MA ¢ 413.477.6913 
Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 9-3 


GREEN Nam FEEDS 
Tone’ Certified Organic Feeds 
& Nutrena’ TIPLE CROWN 


Check out our website www.HardwickFarmers.net 


PoulinGrain® 
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Propane, Heating Oil 
& Wood Pellets 


Competitive Prices « Prompt Delivery 
Multi-Fuel Discount 
24/7 Emergency Service 
Budget Plans & Price Protection 
Mitsubishi Heating and Cooling Systems 
Oil Heating Systems Sales, Service & Installation 


508-867-6740 


www.crowleyfuel.com 
8 Mill St. » P.O. Box ss ° N. Brookfield 


GILLESPIE 
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The interior of the Brookfield Inn in Brookfield showing its dining 
room 
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We find solutions 


Custom designs for 
practically ANY situation 


Imagine the possibilities 


corporation SINCE 1923 


Elevators « Material Lifts » Cranes 


TEL 413.967.4980 


www.illespiecorp.com 
GaryWest@gillespiecorp.com 
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SPENCER 


CHreYSL_Efe 


Mike and Jeff Spencer pontine to lead the 
Spencer family tradition of serving the Greater 
Worcester and Worcester area with quality Chrysler 
vehicles. Founded in 1926 by Edward H. Spencer, 
sr., Spencer Chrysler has been a destination 
location for many for over 95 years. 


764 Main Street, Warren, MA 01083 
Sales (877) 230-8146 
service (888) 255-7249 
Parts (888) 821-0861 
spencerchrysler@comcast.net 
www.spencerchrysler.com 
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COURTESY OF THE MERRICK PUBLIC LIBRARY, BROOKFIELD HISTORIC IMAGES COLLECTION 
The McLaurin-Jones Ideal Paper Company, which was established in 
1906 and existed through the late 1950s in Brookfield. It is now the site 
of the Mill Station Park at 59-67 Mill St. 
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Xat-FALK.. 


64 Main Street, Ware, MA 
967-6721 


Customer Service The Way 
It Should Be for 85 Years 


KNOWLEDGABLE SALES HELP 
FREE ALTERATIONS 


All at Prices Below What You'll 
Pay in a Department Store 


GREAT SELECTION OF CAROLINA BOOT, FLORSHEIM & ROCKPORT SHOES 


FORMALWEAR SALES & RENTALS 
BIG & TALLS ¢ BOY SCOUT SUPPLIES 


A huge selection of Carhart 
at great everyday prices 


BLOW OUT CLEARANCE SALE! 


ALL Suits, Sportscoats, 
Winter Jackets & All Casual Shirts! 


Tues. 10-5:30 © Wed. 10-6 @ Thurs. & Fri. 9-7 © Sat. 9-4 
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Cebula Insurance 
Agency 


Frank Cebula established Cebula Insurance in 
1938. In 1955 son Robert F. Cebula took over 
the reins. Michael Cebula represents the next 
generation of leadership to own and manage 
Cebula Insurance since 1996. Cebula Insurance 
has continued to grow and insure the future 
of the Ware community acquiring the 
George T. Storrs Insurance Agency in 1997. 


Visit us at our location at 
13 North St., Ware. 


413-967-5905 
13 North Street, Ware, MA 01082 
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In West Brookfield, an agricultural-based area was home to 
saw and grist mills as well as some shoe making in the 1830s, 
and in the 1870s, it had added a corset factory and a cheese 
maker, as well as furniture, yeast and wire factories. 

Warren and West Warren, also have roots in agriculture, but 
as with Ware and the Brookfields, it had grist and saw mills 
in the 1720s, and by 1793, it had additional mills and a forge. 
By 1800, Warren had an iron works and powder, cotton and 
woolen mills. In the late 1800s, ink, guns and tools were also 
made in town. 

In West Warren throughout the1800s, there were mills, al- 
though by the crash in 1929, many of the companies closed. 

In 1934, the William E. Wright Company purchased the 
property of the West Warren Cotton Mills and kept making 
textiles for the next 50 years. 

All of these towns continue to celebrate their agricultural ones 
roots with events such as West Brookfield’s Asparagus Festival, 
and North Brookfield’s May Fair, usually coordinated by the 
Haston Free Public Library. 


Woodard’s Garage was built in 1917 and is still on Central Street in Brookfield. 
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Fountain “There are Jewelers and there are 


eople who sell jewelry.” 
INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL peop J ¥ - 
SERVICES AGENCY, INC. @, 2% Remember % 


> Co. Valentines Day 
946 Main Street * P.O. Box 1029 © Sunday, February 14 “Swe. 
Warren, Massachusetts 01083 ; 
www.gaudreaufountain.com Cormier Jewele [5 


& ART GALLERY 


° ° 1n. "YOUR HOME APPLIANCE CENTER" for over 65 years. 
Home ¢ Auto ¢ Business ¢ Life [ts Different in Here! Now, in three locations, CLUETTS continues to deliver 


Founded by Joseph Cormier in 1949, now under third generation ownership. excellent customer service with traditional values. 
Specializing in Retirement 136 Main Street » Spencer, MA 01562 + 508-885-3385 3 Mechanic Street & 23 East Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 


7 7 www.cormierspencer.com Ei 413-967-6871 © Fax: 413-967-8325 
Planning Services Tues.,Wed., Fri. 10-5 © Thurs. 10-6 © Sat. 10-3 © @I@S=ny Sun. & Mon. Big Y Plaza, 433 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ¢ 413-610-1374 


ESTABLISHED ESTABLISHED ESTABLISHED 
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NAPA AUTO PARTS Moutton 


Started as “Rolla Motor Parts” in Insurance Agency Inc 
1946 with the owner “Red Rolla.” 413-967-3327 * 1-800-521-5787 


: www.moultoninsurance.com 
Frances Moran has continued 
great service & commitment to Our Family Cares About Your Family 


existing and new automotive HOME - AUTO 7 BUSINESS - LIFE 
customers throughout the area. + a 4 


= 


ean fe 
—_ = 


jot rrr 


CELEBRATING 68 YEARS 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
Accident Forgiveness Coverage On-site Registry Processing 


NAPA AUTO PARTS® po ae 
WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD “ees 15 South Street » Ware, MA 01082 


175 West St., Ware 117 West Main St., West Brookfield ve bidet , peaenvanieidl 
413-967-5121 © 967-3184 508-867-9947 est Stree . Main Stree 7 2 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30;Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 413-967-3327 413-323-7229 www.Amerl Ca nAthleticS hoe.com 


American Athletic Shoe Co., Inc. 
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Cutler-Dexter House 








Ye Olde Tavern 
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The Cutler-Dexter house, on Old West Brookfield Road, was also known as “Grandma Cutler’s house. It was once part IMAGES FROM THE WILLIAM H. JANKINS COLLECTION. 
of a large farm owned by Winsor Drury in 1822. By 1826 it was owned by the Cutler family until it was sold sometime A C.H. Clark postcard of Ye Olde Tavern in the late 1920s. George Washington stopped 
before 1939. The house was dismantled and was going to be rebuilt in Alabama as part of period village, but that never here several times, as did General Lafayette in 1924. Originally named the West Brookfield 
happened and there is no record of it being rebuilt at another location. The site, along with another parcel, became the House, in 1905 when it was purchased by David Jennison, the name changed to Ye Olde 


location of the Quaboag Regional Middle High School, which was built in 1968-69. Tavern. One of the first automobile garages was outfitted behind the tavern. 


ESTABLISHED ESTABLISHED ESTABLISHED 
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7 Jeffery ere!) 
- Jeffery its doors in 1974, owner Phillip Allard had one 


main goal: to provide our customers with a 
721 & ’20 Models. Deputy Tax Collectors better choice of electricians. Back then, 


3 Wide Selection of Jeeps, family. integrity. service. Phillip saw an opportunity to provide a superior 
Cherokee Limited Rams & Dodges! level of electrical service to the construction 
4x4 Sport ; industry, and chose the quiet town of Warren, 
Come See Our New Expanded Facility! Founded by Massachusetts to begin building his dream. 


We're With You Every Step of the Way! Norman & Virginia Jeffery Today, Phillip's son James is now the current 
Before the Sale, During the Sale, in 1965, now proudly serving owner and CEO of the company and continues 
And After the Sale! 37 cities and towns throughout on with Phil's spirit and dedication. 


5 Central and Western Massachusetts. Warren Electrical takes pride in its commitment 
G UZI MOTOR TO OubINTLE to the Clowning For KIDZ Foundation. 
Transferable Warranty 
SALES Metis 413-967-9941 WARREN 
UN a eye Jeep 137 Main Street ELECTRICAL 


(413) 967-4210 © 800-793-2078 PO Box 720 CONTRACTORS, INC. 
www.guzikmotors.com Ware, MA 01082-0720 2162 Main Street, West Warren, MA 01092-0445 


At Guzik there are absolutely www.jefferyandjeffery.com (413) 436-7024 Fax (413) 436-7024 














NO Hidden Dealer Fees! warrenelectric@comcast.net 
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SHERMAN aa | NUABBIN' 
F Fp Whe om WIRE & CABLE CO., INC. 
OIL COMPANY qe 


For Over 59 years, ee 
Keeping Customers Warm Brookhaven Assisted Care LLC 


; 19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 oN Re DN \ 
in all the Brookfields, Gilbertville, Ao KY 


Under New Management 


Over 53 years of service. 
Hardwick, New Braintree, 24 hour care, Medical Management, v2 


Assistance with activities of daily living, | | a es 7 
Oakham, Spencer, Ware, Activity Program, well pained d Quabbin Wire & Cable Co., Inc. has been a leader in 
compassionate a d caring staft providing precision cable solutions to a variety of 
Warren ‘es We St Warren ; : : : . markets for over 45 years. Quabbin is a family owned 
Services Available In-House: enterprise dedicated to delivering innovative products, 


Physician's / Nurse Practitioner SErVICES, premier quality, and excellent customer service. 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 


SERVICE VNA services: From a home base at 10 Maple St. Ware, MA, cables are 
Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, designed, produced, and shipped worldwide. Quabbin 


VALUE * COMFORT Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services nae papiy : eae a while boasting 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber een adel. 


www.shermanoil.com Manager: URS 


t Ve “ee bz - 4 . 
{ ir ’ > 2, } . : 
CN Ge. ee! 
i w ‘>e 5 


www.quabbin.com 


FAS bonna Nairn - 508-867-3325 ES 
413-967-6941 + 508-867-7447 Vy We Nn 10 Maple St. Ware, MA 01082 


donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com {aa 800.368.3311 
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| Brookfield 


An aerial view of Central Street in Brookfield with Gavitt Wire and 
Cable Company, Tip Top Country Store, Brookfield Town Hall and 
the Brookfield Fire Department. Rice and Gadaire Co. is across Cen- 
tral Street from the Town Hall. 
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VETT Livincston & Haynes, PC. 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 


Debra L. Christensen, CPA 
67 Main Street, PO Box 330 


Ware, MA 01082 
413-967-5936 e Fax: 413-967-4948 


www.lh-cpa.com dchristensen@lh-cpa.com 
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INSURANCE AGENGY, INC. 


Insurance e Paralegal Services 


Proudly serving the community 
for 45 years 


BILL MANSFIELD, Founder/CEO 


130 East Main Street 
Post Office Box 1013 
West Brookfield, MA 01585-1013 


908-867-6894 
Fax: 508-867-7856 
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children. 


DBA WIRECRAFT® PRODUCTS 
Manufacturers of High Temperature Wire & Cable 
Employee Owned 


146 East Main Street 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 


908-867-3155 @ Fax 508-867-5132 


ISO 9001 
Certificate No. 10002847 
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The life of any small local family run business is a long 
arduous uphill battle filled with growing pains, uncertainty 
and change. We here at Dave's Appliance have been serving 
the community and their home appliance needs for the 
past 48 years in an era of rapidly changing industries and 
technologies. The business was first founded by Dave and 
Patricia Caron along with their three sons, Dave Jr., Rick and 
John in an attached barn area off their family home. In its 
infancy, Dave's sold mostly antiques and furniture and perhaps . LS 
a refrigerator or two; but by the mid 1990's the townspeople Rick Caron (L), John Caron (R) 
knew us as Dave's Maytag. Our local “Maytag men” specialized in the retail and home repair of 
Maytag products. By the end of the twentieth century, our founder Dave had passed away, big box 
stores were moving in, and Maytag was bought out by Whirlpool. 

Patricia, Rick and John dug their heels into the dirt, joined a buying group with more retail pow- 
er and built a new larger 7000 square foot facility next door, a location where they have operated 
comfortably for the past ten years. 

Anew type of change has come to Dave's as of January 1, 2017 and that is the retirement of Pat. 
We would like to thank Pat for her many decades of dedication to the business and surrounding 
community. We would also like to thank the local townspeople for their continued support and 
business over the past 40 years. The torch has finally been passed to new co-owners Rick and 
John Caron, who along with the third generation of the Caron family will continue to aid the local 
community with the sales of new and reconditioned appliances, as well as supplying in-shop and 
in-home appliance repairs. 








ill 


| 





www.davesapp.com 


908-867-3122 


Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA 
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 10-3 


Factory Authorized Technicians 
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The Harwood Homestead 
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Erected in 1783-84 by Major Peter Hardwood as the first brick house in North Brookfield. A hero in the 
French-Indian and the Revolutionary wars, he married Phoebe Prouty of Spencer. The couple had eight 
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Founded in 1983 
by Richard Chabot 
& Donald Rutana. 
a As —E 
Continued 
exceptional 
service by 


Richard’s son, 
Shane Chabot. 


www.countryautotirecenter.com 


69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield 
508-867-9736 


FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHTS OF 
PERSONAL INJURY VICTIMS IN WARE 
AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 


SINGS elsts 


—_— 


TELL THEM.... 
“YOU MEAN BUSINESS. 


Law Offices of 


1-SO0O-WIN-WIN-1 


52 MAIN STREET, WARE 


Boston * Worcester * Springfield * Ware * Northampton 
Framingham * Holyoke * Burlington * Chicopee * Roxbury 


<SALOMONE.« 





The Quaboag Hotel, Main Street, in Warren, burned in 1961. It was in 
business prior to 1881. In later years, it was known as the West Warren 
Hotel. The livery stable, to the right, was removed in the 1930s and re- 
placed with a dance hall. The senior center is now on that site. 
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~ TREE SERVICES ~ 


e Septic Installation & Repair 
e Water & Sewer Connections 
e Parking Lot Sweeping 
e Property Maintenance 
—=“s> 
313 Palmer Road e P.O. Box 888 


Ware, MA 01082 
Office 413.967.5888 ¢ Cell 413.478.7100 


www.lyromservices.com 
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1988 


Established in 1988 by current owner Nancy Nowak. 
Initially, classes were held in her home. In 1992, she 
and her partner, Phil Milgrom, built a spacious timber 
frame studio alongside the home. It includes a heated 
floor, plenty of sunlight and a comforting ambience. It 
is now air conditioned for the warmer months. 


Voted best yoga in the area by readers of the 
Sturbridge Times. Offering yoga and meditation 
classes six days a week, both online and onsite. 


COVID protocols are in effect for your safety onsite. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 
286 Bridge Street 

Warren MA 

(413) 436-7374 

www. TheCenteredPlace.com 
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Merriam Block 





West Brookfield’s Merriam Block (now Country Bank) housed a Chinese 
Laundry until 1919. Miss Elizabeth Joyce purchased this building, ren- 
ovated the interior painted the exterior buff with brown trim (may have 
been the first painting of the brick building) and opened a dining room. 
The building is decorated for the 1930 celebration. 
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413- 477-6999 


Front End Alignments 


A/C Service « Custom Exhaust 
Transmission and Coolant Flush 
Computer Diagnostics 
Brakes ¢ Brake and Fuel Line Repair 
Towing ¢ Hunter Road Force Wheel Balancing 
Tune-Ups ¢ Propane Tanks Filled 


31 Spring Street, Gilbertville, MA 01031 
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CHANTEL-BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING 


FULL ACCOUNTING SERVICE 
and TAX SERVICE 


WE HAVE THE 
RESOURCES TO HELP YOU! 


228 West Street ¢ Ware, MA 01082 
Call For An Appointment 


e SMALL BUSINESS LOANS 
e BUSINESS TRAINING/PLANNING 
e BUSINESS CONSULTING 


e COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 
Microsoft Office Products - Quick Books 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 





Quaboag Valley Community 


Development Corporation 
and Business Assistance Corporation 


For more information call 
(413) 967-3001 
QVCDC.org « Fax 413-967-3008 
23 West Main Street Ware, MA 01082 


The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider. 
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The Brookfield Inn, owner Charles F. Koppel raised American bred bull- 
dogs and won many ribbons at the Boston dog show. In 1922 his bulldog 
Teddy, won three first prize ribbons, best in show, top notcher in novice 
class and a ribbon in the limit class. Mr. Koppel had portrait postcards 
made and sold at the Inn of his dogs Caesar and Teddy. 
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HARD’ WICK 
VINEYARD WINERY 
3305 Greenwich Road, Hardyick, MA 


Voted Bese Vinery 
iw " sreachcroets! 


MUSIC DAILY 


Open Friday to Sunday 11am-6pm 


413-967-7763 


hardwickwinery.com 


VAD 


Established in 2000 by Glen Wojcik, PVE has 
been offering quality residential plumbing, 
heating and air conditioning services 
throughout Ware and the surrounding 
communities. In 2020 PVE acquired Whittier 
Plumbing and Heating of New Salem. 


ESTABLISHED 


Plumbing, Heating 
and Air Conditioning 
Service 


PVE has grown to a team of ten experienced 
professionals and support staff, providing 
detailed knowledgable support every step for 
your household and business needs with a 
focus on the providing a long lasting efficient 


performance. 


1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082 
Office: 413-967-3544 
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com 
pvehvac.com 
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@ e 
Clinic 

Established in 2001, Canterbury Tails is now under 
the leadership of Dr. Leah Greenburger, assisted by Dr. 
Jack Muth and Dr. Susan Cleary, and their dedicated 
and enthusiastic team of experienced Veterinary 
professionals. 

Our clinic is currently accepting new patients. We 
provide care to dogs, cats and most exotic animals, 
pocket pets and rabbits. It is our goal to provide a fear 


free, positive visit for our patients and their owners. 
We are looking forward to meeting you and your pet. 















40 East Main Street, Ware, MA 
413-967-4545 ¢ canterburytailsware @ gmail.com 
Monday & Wednesday 7:30am-6pm 
Tuesday & Thursday 7:30am-8pm 
Friday & Sunday Closed 

Every Other Saturday 7:30am-noon _f£ 










Individualized Compassionate Care 


ESTABLISHED 


An 
Extraordinary 
Place for 
Everyday 
People! 


GREAT 
FAMILY 
PACKAGES 


e Senior Rates 
e Student Rates 


NO GIMMICK WORKOUTS... just a state-of-the-art facility 
with American Council on Exercise Certified Trainers 


Circuits « Free Weights ¢ Aerobics © Cardio Studio 
40 East Main Street, Ware, MA ¢ 413-967-6018 
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Warren [own Center 


This was taken in May of 
1997, which shows diagonal 
parking, Town Hall to the left 
and the war monument on the 
island. Downtown looks a lit- 
tle bit different today because 
the area has been rebuilt. 

The former Tebo building 

has come down to provide 
additional parking and the 
parking spaces near Town 
Hall have been redone. 


A planter from 1891 that graces Warren’s 
downtown. 
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2006 


HVAC SERVICES — LICENSED & INSURED 


Owners — Peter and Suzanne Harper 


For All Your Heating and Cooling Needs 


We're a full service, family owned business. 
We respect the needs of our customers and strive 
to build long lasting relationships. 


e Sheet Metal e Inspections 
e Duct Cleaning « Installations 
e Maintenance’ ® Mini-Splits 


Call Us For Reliable, Competent, Local Service 


413-967-4721 
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QUABOAG 


CURRENT 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 


www.turley.com 
YEARS 
CELEBRATING 


Your source for 
local coverage in 
Brookfield 
West Brookfield 
East Brookfield 
North Brookfield 
New Braintree S) 
& Sturbridge | Wel 


80 Main Street, Ware, Mass. 
(413) 967-3505 Fax (413) 967-6009 COVERAGE 
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Youth clubs, 
groups, Scouts, 
organizations 
welcome to attend 
and learn the art 
of clowning! 


Help teach others that the 
world runs on laughter. 


Call 413-250-8599 


for more info or visit us at 
clowningforkidzfoundation.org 
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Warren High School 





Warren fourth-grader’s drawing of the former Warren High School 
building, which was destroyed in the hurricane of 1938. This drawing 
can be seen in Warren Public Library’s museum area. 


ESTABLISHED 


09 
© 6G 
This n’ That “2” 
A Unique Little Shop! 
ANTIQUES * PRIMITIVES * COLLECTIBLES 
We Buy & Sell ~ Pick Up & Delivery Available 


Open: Thurs., Fri. & Sun. 12-4; Sat. 10-4 
Or Call for Appointment 





Still serving the community with Quality Used Furniture 


Check Us On Facebook Fi 


MENTION AD FOR MORE DISCOUNTS! 
| 52A Main Street, Downtown Ware a 


413-813-4838 


ESTABLISHED 


Ware Business - if \ : 
Civic Association 


We are the Ware Business & Civic Association 

¢ Promoting and improving Ware’s Business 
District utilizing advertising, public relations and 
workshops 

° Offering a united voice with local and state 
sovernment and advocating for economic 
development of our business district 

¢ Communicating, collaborating and gaining greater 
knowledge of issues that impact our business 
district 


We invite you to: 

° Our Meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 

e Visit our website, warebca.com, to receive 
announcements 

¢ Contact us at warebca@gmail.com for questions 
and more information 


Ware Massachuestts, 
Somewhere worth investing 








25% OFF 
All Jewelry 


until Feb. 14th 
(excluding fire & ice diamond) 


@Q® 


Brookfield 
Elementary School 
list kindergarten 
information 


BROOKFIELD — Children who 
are 5 years old on or before Aug. 31, 
2021 should sign up for kindergarten. 

Parents and guardians are encour- 
aged to call or e-mail the Brookfield 
Elementary School office to obtain a 
registration packet as soon as possible. 
Along with the completed packet, the 
school requires two forms of identifi- 
cation to show proof of residency, a 
birth certificate and health/immuniza- 
tion records. Kindergarten screening 
information will be forthcoming. 

For more information or questions, 
people may call or email Jennifer Gry- 
bowski, admunistrative assistant, at 
508-867-8774 or grybowskiy@tanta- 
squa.org. 


95 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 
Ei &+ 413-277-0364 | dioguardijewelers.com 
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Firesafe Chimney Services, Inc. 
was formed in 2015. Under the 
leadership of brother and sister 
Jim and Cassie Walling, their 
team of dedicated and certified 
technicians have made it their 
mission to reduce the fire, 
carbon monoxide, and structural 
risks associated with chimneys. 


INC, 


CHIMNEY SAFETY SPECIALISTS 


e Inspections ¢ Fireplace Restorations 
e Chimney Restorations 
e Manufactured Fireplace Installations 
e Liner Installations ¢ Chimney Waterproofing 


FiresafeChimneyServices.com 
wefixyourchimneys.com 


VICES 


- community - 
second Chance receives Petsmart grant 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Second 
Chance Animal Services received a 
$70,000 grant from PetSmart Charities 
to help prepare more shelter pets for 
adoption and ensure they are ready to 
find loving homes. This grant will assist 
in providing veterinary care to homeless 
pets so they can get the “second chance” 
they deserve. With three full-service 
veterinary hospitals and a transport 
quarantine facility, Second Chance is 
uniquely qualified to help at-risk home- 
less pets. 

“We are grateful for the continued 
support of PetSmart Charities in our 
work to help pets in need,” said Second 
Chance development director Lindsay 
Doray. “So many pets come through 
our transport program after sitting in 
overcrowded shelters across the country. 
Here in Massachusetts, we have many 
families hoping to find a new family 
pet. These funds will help us to update 


vaccinations and provide spay neuter 
surgeries and veterinary care so each pet 
can start their new life with their new 
family.” 

“Second Chance Animal Services 
continues to provide critical care to shel- 
ter pets, effectively reducing the home- 
less pet population and shortening their 
shelter stay,” said Johnny Jenkins, asso- 
ciate relationship manager at PetSmart 
Charities. “We are proud to support this 
work that will give homeless pets the 
best chance at finding loving homes.” 
Since 1994, through its partnership with 
nearly 4,000 humane societies, SPCAs 
and pet rescues across North America, 
PetSmart Charities has helped more 
than 9.5 million pets to find loving 
homes via its in-store adoption pro- 
gram in over 1,650 PetSmart® stores. 
The leading funder of animal welfare 
has also donated nearly $430 million to 
positively impact communities, to help 
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Makepiece Building 


The Makepiece building is one of only two hip-roofed Federal houses 
in Warren. The end walls are brick. It was restored in the 1950s and 
received new siding in 1990. 


ESTABLISHED 


SUBAGURU 


Automotive Sales, Service and Performance 


SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS 
SPECIALIZING IN SUBARUS 


Hours of Operation Monday-Friday 8am-5pm 
MA State Inspection Station Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm 


Saturday 8am-Noon 


105 West Street, Ware MA 01082 


413-277-6258 


preserve families, to improve access to 
veterinary care and to connect people 
and pets through initiatives like this 
with Second Chance. Second Chance 
helps over 40,000 pets each year through 
a variety of programs. For more infor- 
mation on Second Chance, people may 
visit www.secondchanceanimals.org. 





Turner is a 2-year-old male cat rescued from an 
overcrowded shelter in Georgia. He suffers from 
entropion, a genetic abnormality which causes his 
lower eyelids to curl in so hair is rubbing on the sur- 
face of his eyes. After recovery from surgery to re- 
lieve him from this uncomfortable condition, he will 
be available to adoption. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


2021 


TAX. TINE 





CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 cai, lie 


413-967-8364 [ume 


PROVIDER 
The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 
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Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kitchentabletaxes.com 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
bed Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


\VCoiCeral(e)a am kb.arclalem mlatclaleitclitels) AUlests 


IRS Problems? 
| =) a ed oc -t-t-j(elat-| ma lt-lale|(- mie) ae Lo) e Ee 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 
CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$28.50 $29.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$32.50 $33.00 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
350 P28 35.00 P3550 “36001 or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name Phone; First ZONE base price 
Address) Add a second ZONE 
Towns State: Zip, Add a third ZONE 
NumberofWeeks:s X perweekrate=$ Subtotal 
Credit Card: J MasterCard OUVISA Discover Cash J Check# x Number of Weeks 
Card # Exp.Date_ CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amountofcharge:; Date; 








DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 








Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
$33.50 $34.00 


GRANBY 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


50c¢ for each additional word. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Chan- 
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free installation, Smart HD DVR In- 
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-877-925- 
7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !!"""SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 


Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
















NEW BRAINTREE 
iT 


WES 


ORTH 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 






WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
a ——__ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5,00 
—_—_——~ # Quabbin 
a 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 


8610 













AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xxex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


FOR RENT 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, Surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 
Some furniture and other restoration 
services available. Reasonable pric- 
es. Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service chang- 
es/upgrades, generators, phone/data 
wiring, smoke detectors. Insured. 
Credit cards accepted. License 
#22882A (413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514- 
B Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SER- 
VICE Let me save you mon- 
ey. Tree removal, hazard tree 
removal, cordwood, stump grind- 
ing. We're fully insured and work- 
men’s comp. for your protec- 
tion. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Ev- 


erything from tree pruning, tree 
removal, stump grinding, storm 
damage and brush chipping. Hon- 
est and Dependable. Fully insured. 
Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free 
estimate (413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





EXPERIENCED LINE COOK, part 
time to start. Pay Negotiable. Apply in 
person 218 Main St., Monson (413) 
893-9078 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OPER- 


ATOR. § Full-Time M-F 7am-3:30pm. 
Fully Paid Health Insurance, Vacation, 
Holidays, Paid Sick Days. Will train eli- 
gible canidate. West Brookfield (508) 
867-3859 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 












EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ere, 


OPPORTUNITY 


Call us at 413.283.8393 
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STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Suppont our community 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


HYBRID from page 1 


Kustigian said, “these are unprecedent- 
ed times, which no school districts have 
gone through before. We collectively 
bargained with the teachers from the 
get go.” He said the district and School 
Committee had bargained with the 
teachers since the shutdown in March, 
throughout the summer and into the 
fall about the conditions surrounding 
COVID-19. 

School Committee member Sarah 
Tetreault defended teachers as parents 
complained about teachers not want- 
ing to have a hybrid model of two days 
of in-person classes and three remote 
days. 

“Our teachers are working, they 
adapting, they're learning new things 
too,” she said. “To say that our teachers 
aren't working Is a gross misstatement.” 

Kustigian agreed, saying teachers 


community 


were working harder than ever. “I re- 
spect everything they’re doing,” he said. 

He also he recognizes there a lot 
of strong feelings on both sides about 
whether to return students and teachers 
to classrooms. 

Teacher Tannis Rossi emotionally 
told those at the Zoom meeting that 
the negativity and hurtful comments 
parents are making in the community 
and on social media are “damaging our 
souls. We’ve been up to every challenge 
presented to us, we work for your kids. 
We're the same teachers you joked with 
at the bus stop; we’re the same people 
you came to conferences to talk to. 
Please don’t forget we are people too, 
and those things you say hurt us to our 
core.” 

Parents have been lobbying Kusti- 
gian and School Committee members 
to return to hybrid teaching and con- 
tinue to question when students will 
return full-time to in-person schooling 


five days a week. 

Some parents have said their chil- 
dren are not doing well in a mostly 
remote environment, and some have 
said their children or grandchildren are 
suffering from anxiety and other prob- 
lems. 

One grandmother, who has custo- 
dy of her grandchildren, said a grand- 
daughter who is 8 is suffering from a 
great deal of anxiety and needs to take 
anti-anxiety medications. She has also 
had to engage a tutor as the child is 
having trouble in school because she 
has trouble focusing. 

She and West Brookfield parent 
Jennifer Goodale both complained 
that School Committee members were 
not responsive to their emails about 
students returning to in-person class- 
es full-time. Goodale also attended a 
School Committee meeting in Decem- 
ber and asked why School Committee 
members were not talking more about 


returning students to in-person classes 
or asking more questions about when 
that will happen. 

School Committee member Jason 
Morgan said some of the emails from 
parents have not been very profession- 
al, directing his comment to Goodale, 
who said she couldn’t believe she was 
being attacked. 

A couple of other parents said they 
did not think Morgan’s comment was 
proper. 

Greg Sturges, a West Brookfield par- 
ent and a Tantasqua Regional School 
District administrator, said Morgan’s 
comment was the “the least profes- 
sional public meeting statement from 
a school committee member I’ve seen 
towards a constituent in all my expert- 
ences with these committees.” 

The meeting’s sole agenda item was 
decide whether to have classes remain 
remote or return to a hybrid learning 
model. 





STUDY from page 1 


ers said it was in the middle price range 
at about $10,026,000. 

Selectman vice chair, Mary Dowling, 
said she was not in a position to make 
a decision without a public hearing. 
She said she would like to hear com- 
ments from the stack holders, neigh- 
bors and seniors at one or maybe two 
public hearings. She said she had a “lot 
of concerns” and said it was still the 


middle of a pandemic. Darling said to 
vote the senior center project at the June 
town meeting might be too soon with 
the pandemic and she said the existing 
senior center should be repurposed by 
the town and not put up for sale. 


Police department 
Selectmen approved the recommen- 
dations of Police Chief Earl Dessert to 
appoint Phillip Derry, as a full-time po- 
lice officer. Derry, until giving his notice 
several weeks ago, was a police officer 


in Fort Myers, Florida. He also had ten 
years experience in the military. He will 
receive $29.15 per hour. 

The police chief said the depart- 
ment held its December dinner for se- 
nior citizens. Due to the pandemic, it 
was a drive-through pick up of a meal 
and each senior received a small gift. 
He said there were several car thefts in 
town during January. He said residents 
should lock their vehicles. He said the 
department sent out CodeRed messages 
regarding the thefts. 


Building department 
Nelson Burlingame, building com- 
missioner/zoning officer, said during 
the month of November and December, 
he issued 119 permits for a total fee of 
$27,689.59. Seven of the permits were 
commercial. 


Town administrator 
Town administrator, Jeff Bridges, 
said the firefighters were ready to dis- 
cuss negotiations. 
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our CONNECTIO 


| BUYING OR SELLING... 
Don’t Buy Until You See Us! i ea” WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND Bas “AER Ko SE NS www.PostRoadRealty.com 


FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 
—__— NEW LISTING - $319,900 ‘ 
MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK N LISA CARO] 123 LAKESHORE _ vr BROOKFIELD 


_THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! | OPEN HOUSE FIERCE 
Snowblowers In Stock! 11 AM - 12:30 PM 


Pcie Ra I a i a ea ei Come and see this cute cottage on 
Sleds, Toboggans & Ice Skates 
508-341-8299 enjoy water views and outdoor lifestyle © 
with a professional touch. Everything from before list 
well-designed 2 story log cabin provides a place to 

































= - Follow us on 
Cassie Paolucci Re Pacobook 
EALTOR’ MLS 











beautiful Lake Wickaboag in the historic [5 
Representing Buyers & town of West Brookfield. Direct access | 
== Sellers for over 15 vears waterfront, this is a rare lakefront | 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE VISA) eas y offering. This one won't last. Come and | 
140 Main St., Spencer as ae 
OC AAIANEIVE coer Ree Sloe cath 5 08-885 =9343 right outside your back door. The deck leads to the water a al tthe y year ae lakeside 
(1) 
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8pm: Sun. 10am-7pm ; : j fun and relaxation. Fireplace in the living room for those cold winter nights. Separate 
~ sa = “Absolutely amazing experience! From list to close, storage shed and full unfinished basement for plenty of storage. 1st floor laundry. 
Lisa is a hands on agent who represents her clients 
advice, staging, video showcase, photography, listing, v4 174-200-35 23 
| Hardwick $799,900 Custom Log Home on 10.43 Acres timeline and sale! Lisa took the time to listen to our 
4 Overlooking the beautiful landscape of Hardwick, eae Bienes a 
} surrounded by 60 acres of conservation land. This ss Fane goals and put a plan into place. 














connect w/nature; a retreat from urban life. Situated | “lel : — Gregg & Eileen on Realtor.com Market Your Home with Style 
on 10 plus acres, this property offers an appealing jai” | . 
updated 3-bedroom, 2.5 bath home wideck & | == Professional Photography 
Goshen Stone Patio. Goshen Stone Fireplace in LR . 
ABC TV Promotion 
Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 


as well as behind the wood stove in the kitchen/ 
dining area. Many custom built-in features throughout this home. The Owner's Suite is on the 1st floor w/ 

+ Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising 


walk-in closet & magnificent new shower! Home office plus studio w/access to deck complete the 1st floor. 
2nd floor has 3 oversized bedrooms w/built-ins & bath w/plenty of storage. Attached 2 car heated garage w/ 
BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢ RELOCATING 
G COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 


huge workshop. New roof w/ solar provides 100% of your electricity! 5-star energy rating home that has been 
RESIDENTIAL 
BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 


beautifully landscaped & gardens galore! Horses permitted, minutes to Quabbin for fishing & hiking. sine) 4-16 He o wn er + SA CARON ¢ Nota ry Pub 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 


Ad West Main Street , . Brookfield: MA 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
—— al " @) North East 1-978-434-1990 
~<e 109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 





Support Your Hometown Businesses 


SHOP LOCAL 


We Buy And Sell Precious Metals 


Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 
U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 


WIC SOs 


WINTER IS COMING! 
BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND « SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 


Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 
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Always Buying 
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, 


Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates 
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Gardner Rare Coins 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
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= i? 
7, Homeowner Friendly - No Minimums {& is offering our local businesses 
P PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 2 an opportunity to advertise ata reduced rate! SE RE Ne: 
& 98 North Spencer Road, i. | ; Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm 
CF Route 31N, Spencer, MA € 
3 508- B85. 6100 = 7 
= oe a Lent & Valentines 
. MasterCard. VISA. pl ay © - 
le: Vv Specials ww 
e Business profile - 250 words shrimp Cocktail Appetizers 
Se = e Photo - yourself, employees Main Entrees = 
Wi Pp d or building Lobster Heart Shaped Ravioli 
inter r oO ucts e Advertisement - 3 x 6 Surf & Turf 





— asia Stuffed Chicken Breast 
- $ 
Ice Melt = Shovels * Roof Rakes } CHANTEL-BLEAU|| ALL FOR ONLY ‘239 Beer Battered Fish 


ACCOUNTING 
Construction Heaters 
Curing Blankets * Gloves 





For Full 


Accounting & This special section will run in the =m 
anti April 1st issue of The Ware River News Delicious Desserts Fi or Two 


Hae a & The Journal Register. To Choose From! 


‘eo @) N C R =a = — Pate Ad deadline: March 17, 2021 
’ WE HAVE THE RESOURCES TO HELP YOU! Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 
Poon aes Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 an Ss 
IRS 
T | eo) ma Uns le) Saas | | | Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 @ @ 
| : et “ Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
































199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner —_— Contact Dan Flynn to reserve your space today 


: = fr Arey Tea «413-967-3505 « cell 413-297-5886 or dflynn@turley.com Hours: Sun., Mon, Tues., Wed. 7-2 
978-669-0088 * concretesolutionsonline.com a Tunuey pugiscation <P Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 7-8 





COME SEE US FOR: 

e Dental Cleanings ® Cosmetic Dentistry; #® Pediatric Dentistry 

BOladsles(eluliian Fillings, Crownsand = e Periodontal Care 
Braces and Invisalign® Bridges, Veneers, e Laser Gum Therapy 

e Dental Emergencies Teeth Whitening e Extractions & Implants 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 


WEST BROOKFIELD 


-D E N i A L_ Dr. Derrick Tengco Dr. Bakr Amin Dr. Sam Alkhoury 508-867-2777 9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 


General Dentist Pediatric Dentist Orthodontist www.westbrookfielddental.com 


